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The Gonds of Southern Region 


‘This paper dests with the “Gonds of ‘Southern 
Region” in general and in. particular those 
Inhabiting the State of Andhra Pradesh, Accord 
Ing to Geographers, tho Vindhyes. end Satpuras 
togothor constituted @ main dividing line betwaun 
North end South India (George Kurivan), 
Therefore the criterian for identification of 
“Southern Roglon’:in this paper is not a paliicn! 
division but a goographical region inhabited by 
‘tho Gond populstions vo the South of Vindvas 
approximately. Iyingbetwoon 16° and 20° N Le 
and 78° to €3°E Long. Bioadly areas cover 
by Gond population in the region are tho States 
fof Andhra Prodosh, Karnataka, pets of Madhya 
Pradowh, Mehacashtra end Orissa, There 

mmeny groups which constitute. the Gord tl 
‘The scope of this papor is limited here to laigaly 
Gonds inhabiting the Stote of Andhve Prodesh in 
particular due 10 my tong association with thom. 
‘The general observations on the ife style of ‘the 
Gonds obtained In diffrent parts of the region 
tra based on my occasional vite t0 those areas. 


Introduction 

‘The Gond ts tha most predominant rribal 
community of India inhabiting the mountainous 
twacts of Centvel end Southern India popularly 
known es Gondwano land. The country of 
Gondwene includes the Setpura plateau and 
section of the Nagpur plain and Narmada valley 
to the South end West.” There is however no 
lstriet of Stete situated in Central India which 
oes not contain some Gonds and it ie both on 
‘eccount of their numbers and the fect that Gond 
Gynastios possessed great part of is rea thet 
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the tertory of the formar Cont 
formally known as Gondwana or 
Gonds, According to 1971 

population of Gonds in India was. 4.812.164 and 
constitute 1273 per cent of the. total tibal 
ppopuletion of India. Tho majoity of thom 73°38 
‘ber cont ate found in Medha Pradoth, 10°38 per 

689 por cent In 
‘Andina Pradesh and t 


rest in 
In Madhya Pradesh the Gonds 
fre spread from the Sstpura plataau, whore the 


tho othor Stoves, 


Westorn typa of God) ls spoken, Minden and 
Chattisgarh in tho East whore the Gonds ha 
‘adopted Enszorn Hindi ot the sama timo retaining 
thet tibal identity, In tho South In the Kankar 
and Bastar ateas Gonds constitute the majority 
or Dojlas; the most 
h of the Gond family, eeeuring in 
ontiderabla. strength in Andhra Pradoth. In 
Maharashtra Stato the Souther districts of 
Chenda and Yeotmal are the song hold of 
Gonds, who speak Gondl which is. diferent from 
that of Satpura region. Another substantial 
‘10uP closely akin to the Gonds of Chonda. are 
{ound in the hilly country between the “Godevar 
‘and Penganga rivers constituting the Adilabad, 
Kesimaagar and Warongal disticts of Andhra 
Pradesh Apart from these mojor concentrations 
they algo ive in ema numbers In. West Bengal, 
Bihar, Oreea, Gujorat and Mysore 
The generic term Gond encompases soverat 
endogemous and linguisteally distinct. groups, 
‘The derivation of the term Gond is uncertain 
“The Gonds ave neither racially, nor eultutally, nor 
lingusticsliy 3 homogenous group. The 
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cultural, material snd physical diference are 30 
‘Great that one wonders. why they should be 
rouped under the samo tibe. They call 
themeslves Gond or ‘Koitur. General Cunni 
jgham considered that the name Gond probably 
ame from Gouda, commonly used as the name 
Of pert of Bengal. In 1081 A. 0. Gouda formed 
part of the dominion of Kama Deva, Roja of 
Chedi. Cunningham's view was supported by 
‘Chatterton wha said, postibly the name Gord 
‘came. to them, becauss In early days, this part 
fof India. formed the Western portion of the old 
Gaur Kingdom of Bengs! end so the Dravidian 
Koituys, who lived in. Gaur fand became known 
fas Gonds, Hislop considered that the nome 
Gond was a form of Kond (Khond wide). He 
pointed out that "K" ond "G" are interensnge: 
ble, It. sooms highly Probeblo thot tho desig 
ration Gond wos given to the triba by the 
TTolugus (Russell). Sir Grioron stated thst the 
‘Telugu peaple call tho Konds es “Gonds". It 
Js very common that the Telugu people called 
the hil uibee 6s "Kondavad" meaning (Konds-Hil, 
Vadu-Man)."hillmen" porheps tho tarm Gond ie 
trenstormad for the Kond given to tharn by th 


‘Telugu people, The Gonds epook a Dravidian 
languages of the same femily an Tami, Konaroo3e 
and Telugu énd therefore it 18 considered probebta 
that the Gonds hailed fiom South, They, might 


havo travelled Up the Godavay rivar_nto Chanda: 
from there up tho Indravetl into Bastar and til 
South ahd East of the Chattiagarh ploin; ond Up 
the Wordho and Walngenga to tho diets of 
Sotpura plateau. As nleady soon tho Khonds 
fro. called Gonds by the Tolugue end Kandh by 
the Uriyes, Tho Khonds epparentiy comp up 
‘moto towards the Eest [nto Ganjom and Kelahand 
Ttis probable. thet the Kond and Kandh boca 
Khond in English, pronounciation. Tho Gonds, 
‘and seme Koyes and Khonds of Andhra Pradesh 
ak the "Kul" dialect with 

The linguist’s evideneo eppeors to afford strength 
0 the view that the Gonds end Khonds were 
‘originelly one ibe in. the Scuth of Ineia and 
‘thot they obtained eoparato names end langueges 
since thoy left tholr criginal homes for the North, 
‘The fact that both of them speek languegee of 
the Drevidian family whose form is in Southen 
Inala, mekes it Prabeblo thet the two tibet 
originally belong there and migrsted Nosh into 
the Central province and Orissa. This hypcthosle 
|g supportod by tho teditions of the Gonds 
(Pussel, 


Professor Haimendorf considered the Koyas 
18 Telugu spesking Gonds. Hence it would be 


appropriate to replace the Generie name ‘Gond 
by the teim “Gon? speeking populations. As the 
Gonds speak a common language, have common 
‘namo. and habitation and 9 contiguous tert, 
the cultural dlvtsity need not come in the way of 
‘considering them as bslonging to'@ common 
wie, 


“The form Raj Gond is considered to have 
‘been derived Fom the princely. stsus that the 
Gonds enjoyed for @ rong prviod as rules ond 
chisttaine of the famous Gondwana with Chand 

the principal seat of Gond rule and Manikgarh, 
‘Sipur, Utnoo’ 96 vassals Wharo the ruined rors 
today stand witness to the onee flowished Gond 
tule. Tho tofm Raj Gonds (8 also attibuted to 
‘the cacial admixture due to tho impact of the 
Rajput rulers who avon had_martelraletionshipa 
with the God, who immigrated to. these tracts 
botwoon tho 11th and 16th Centuries. 


‘The Gonds are sogmonted vithor on toritorial 
+ hilavehat grounds, Thus the Gonds of Bactare 
‘aw tho Murla Gonds ond Maria Gonds, wile tho 
‘Chattlsgarh Gonds aro cogmonted es Amat Conds, 
hur Gonde, Oriya Gonds ate. and in Adilabad, 
thoy a10 cnilod 88 Ra Gonde, Sometimes they 
‘10 calod eftor the tortor thoy eocupy and ora 
Idonttiod by diferent tors in diffrent. tracts, 
‘Among tho Gon there aro two aristocratic ub 
‘ivialons, tho Re] Gonds end Khatolos. According 
to Forsyth tho Ra) Gonds oro In many ca90% tho 
descendants of al lancds betwoon Rajput even 
tutes and. Gonds. But tho tom practically 
feompriees thy land holding sub-division of the 
Gonds. In tho Tolugu county the Raj Gond Ta 
knovne8 Dorla oF Dovlasatiom. The Khatola 
Gonds teko thalr namo ffor tho Khetola. State in 
Bundelkhand, which Ts eaid to haye been 
Governed by © Gond ruler. 


Southorn Gonds 


The Gonds occupy two main srocti-one to 
tho Noh of the Vindayas end the Setouras and 
the second to the South of those gigantic. hill 
tances, Tho first 9 the wide belt of brokon hill 
fand forest country and is mainly comprlzed in 
the Chinéwade,  Botual, Seon! and Mendla 
istolets with Portlons of ‘several other adjoining 
‘them. And tho second is stil wider end more 
Inaccessible mass of hill zangas extending south 
ff tho Chattisgarh plain and. the South-Wee 
down to the Godavari which Includes portions 
ofthe three Chattisgarh districts, the Bastar and 
Kankar States and tho greet pert of Chanda, The 
Vindya renge traverses nary the whole of the 


‘width of peninsulr India, distance of about 1.050 
Kms, with an average elevation of $00 metres 
‘above £08. level, over looking the valleys of Nar 
‘mada and somo on the South, and sloping gently 
onhwards to the Ganga valley. Forming 078 
(of Indian main water sheds, this mountain. was 
Iho asopolas lor vit Ws: Bose 

ie moro of Toes parallel to it at tho 
Aiding tine between, orth Indio and Deccan 
"Thus Gond population of Bastar, Raipur end 
Durg sistiets of Madhya Pradesh;  Yootmal, 
CChondrepur and Nanded diaricts of Maharashtra; 


Kolahendi, Koraput, Bolangit, Ganjom and. 
Boud-Khondmale diticts of (Orisa; the entire 
Gond population of Andhra Pradesh and 


Kamataka, constitute the Southern Gonds of 
Indio. They numbor 2,009,408 as par 1971 
cconsus and constitute 41°7 per cont of the total 
Gond population of India, Even smong this 
Southern group the majority (6289 per cent) 
live in Madhya Pradesh; 16:03 er cent in 
Mahar 1345 por cont in Orissa and 
about 8:00 por cent in Andhra Pradash and 
Karnataka, Those Gonds differ both in language 
and custom from those living in the Norther 
region as wall 38 smong thomeclves, In 
Madhya Pradesh three disvict groupe, namely 
tho Maria, the hill Marias. and the Bison hora 
‘Maras are well recognised and are more kin 
to the Koyas of Andhra Pradesh. In Orissa Stat 
the Gonds inhabiting the Raigamn Block 
adjoining Bastar and Asipur lstiots havo still 
retained their languaga though considerably 
influonced by Hindi and Halbani and call 
themselves Gond, While anather section of 
GGonds living in tho plsins gall themselves Gonds 
tnd consider themselves. superior to oxhar Gonds. 
The Gonds inhabiting the Kelahandi and Bolangir 
distress havo complaely lost thal language and 
speek Oriya and call themselves Oriya Gonds 
‘The Gonds inhabiting the Maharashwra and 
‘Andhra. Pradesh State aro identical in custom 
tnd also have histories! connections, and ha 
{wo main subdivisions, namaly, the’ Ra} Gond 
‘and Dhvuwa Gonds. The Dhruwa or dust 
Gonds aro considered inforior in sgolal status 
to the Raj Gonds and mainly inhabit Maharashtra 
Stuto. It is noteworthy that all Gonds. of 
Andhra Pradesh consider themselves. Ra} Gonds 
‘whethor they hal fiom former royel families or 
frdinay peasant families. This papor mainly 
‘doals with this sub-s9ction of the Southern 
Gonds, 


Variation in Gond population since 1921: 

‘The Gond population is recording @ stoady 
Increase since 1821 as per the census figures. 
‘They numbsted 2,837,877 In 1921; 3.063.753, 
In 193i; 3,201,004 in 1941; 9,991,767 in 1961 
‘and 4,812,164 in 1971. The decadal percentage 
variation "is 7°87 betwoen 1921—1831, 4:47 
during 1931-—1941, 12.47 botweon 1941—1961 
and 21°91 between 1981—1971. The docronso in 
‘growth rato is considered +9 bo duo to. under 
‘enumeration, Tho growth of Gonds is lower than, 
{that of the goneral_ population incroaso of India 
(2468) a8 woll es tho Schaduled Tribe population 
of India. @, 27 por cont. In ragard to. the 
‘State-wise grow, barring Gujrat, Karnataka and 
West Bengal wheto tho population is very small; 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra recorded 21°9 
Per cont and 21°7 per cont incroase, while Orissa 
(1 per cont) and Andhia Predash (9'6 por cont) 
Iwcordod comparativaly lower rate of increase, ‘Tho 
‘male population has increased faster than tho 
females, 


‘The proportion of urban population Is very 
Insignificant being 3°4 par cant of tho total popu 
Japion. However, the urban population in Andhra 
lesh (G41 per cect) and Madhya Pradesh (4°3 
er gent) inas considerably increassd during the 
pest decade dua to the migration of Gonds to the 
‘now industrial towns in the respactive regions. 


Demography: 

‘The distribution of Gond population by age 
incizates 40°8 por cont children bslow 14 years of 
er 1971 census. The Southetn Gonds of 
Maharashtra also exhibited nearly th same 
percentage of children i, 404 por cent and 
4405 per cont in Maharashtra and Andhrs Pradesh 
respectively, A sainple study conducted in Uinoor 
Tabs of Andhra. Pradesh and Raigarh block of 
Orissa nave shown 40°78 por cont and 41°70 per 
‘cant of children respectivoly. Such population is 
Characteristic of Young population associated with 
high binh and death rates. Aduits in the reproduc 
tive ag0 constitute nowy 49 per cent of the total 
Population, while oldor persons above 45 yoars of 
‘999 constitute. nearly 10 por cont in the Southern 
Fogion. The average sizo of the housohold is 
otwoon 4'5 and 47, 


‘Tho composition of male population in the 
Southam Region is comparatively high. As por tho 
‘samplo study of the Tribal Culturl Research and 


* rma finde—ini~A Prve!Gronnyoubeten Dirton-—Mins of Inman and Bonar, 188, 


‘Training lostitute, Hyderabad there are 1144 msles 
in Orssa end 1,087 males in Andhra Pradesh pet 
1,000 femaies. Studies of the Tribal Cultural 
Feseeren and Training stitute, Hyderebes ond 
Yadey (1970), Madhys Pradesh reveal that though 
polyoyny is fosly allowed, itis resorted only on 
‘economic grounds or for enhancing socal status 
‘Of the total maniages among Gonds, 25 por cent 
fof males and 53 per cont of females married 
below 16 years of age indicating prevalence of 
child mariages on a very small scale even now. 
twas observed that the males marry between 
20-24 years and the famales. between 15—19 
Yyeors, The mean age at mariage for females is 
16-76 years in Raigerh area and 15 years in 
Umnoor aaa, while tho ge st menarche is 147 
‘yeats in Uroor and 15°5 years in Raigarh, Thus 
the Gonds many their daughters sbout © Year 
after menarche. 


‘Tho crude birth retus are 44°5 and 358, while 
the crude death rates ate 191 and 134 respec: 
tively in Utnoor and Raigath areas. Thus the annual 
‘growth rate fs 26 pot cent and 224 per cent respec~ 
tivoly in Utnoor and Raigerh. The overall rth rate 
{for the Gonds of India i.e, 42:4 based on 1971, 
Consus figures is higher than both these rates. 


Physical type and Anthropometry 

‘Though the Raj Gonds exhibit homogeneity in 
language and culture there Is considerable diver- 
‘ity’ In physieat appearance. Prot. Halmendort 
fs of the opinion that it may be due to the fusion 
‘of population of different racial stocks which 
‘occurred in the distant past. Forsyth also confirms 
the same view and says. that the mixed breed 
tall themtelves Gond-Rajputs, or Raj-Gonds, 
fad are the direct result of the alliances between 
the Rejput adventurer and the Gond. it apposrs 
thet the Gond chiets have freely taken wives from 
the Rajputs to. enhance their social prestige by 
paying’ huge amounts. Stephen Fuchs also 
‘supports the view and says thst in former times 
‘the Gonds almost certainly freely admitted other 
tribal groups Into thelr community. He, however, 
‘ols that the admixturo with Rajputs wes confined 
to 2 few chiels. and their rscial stock wes. rot 
perceptibly changed. 


Protessor Haimendart dictinguished three physi- 
‘cal types among the Raj Gonds of Adilabss of 
‘which the most prevalent type is characterised by 
2 broad and rather flat face, high cheek bones, © 
Small short nace which widens rapidly from = 
narrow depressed ridge, on _esk and not very full 
‘mouth and a small pointed chin. Medium 
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stature and © rather slender build are frequently 
associated with this type 


‘The second type is characterised by the more 
robust Goné of heavier build with longer toc8 
‘and more prominent features, = large stvight 
hose, full ips and @ moderataly stiong chin. The 
‘chask bones eta less pronounced. 


The third type loss frequent and reminiscent of 
Koleme is the type with 8 face of extemely 
‘coarse modelled, low receeding forehead ;eyes in 
‘shallow sockets, 2 flat massive nose, broad even 
‘at tho ridge, which is very depressed at the root 
fond ending. In wide nostri, large mouth with 
fleshy. slightly upturned lips which ere seldom 
closed even in repose. 


‘An smthroposomstoscopic study conducted 
‘on 7 male Raj Gonds of Umnoor (1980) by 
the Tribal Cultural Reseerch and Training 
Institute, Hyderabad revesls that the ej Gonds 
‘are predominantly datk brown to brown skinned 
‘with occasional light brown coloured individual 
The hair is low oF deep waved with o small 
element of staight hated individuals, lack to 
‘ark brown in colour. The hair on face, chest, 
‘rms and legs is characteratically very scanty. 


‘They sro medium statuted with a moan stature 
of 161'3 Cs, The heads are dolichocephalic 


nally mesocephalic but never 
‘The facial height is very low and the jugomandi- 
Dbulor indox indicates broed faces with jutting 
‘malar bones. The nose is broad to very broad 
‘with © moon value of 85:03. It is. short in 
Yenath. with shallow nasion depression, and 
straight in profile. The forehead is receading 
‘while the chin # prominent, medium or square 
In shape, The lipe ae of medium thickness. and 
ihtly everted. The description clasely con~ 
ms to the first type described by Prof 
Hirnondort 


The dolishocephalic hesd-madium status 
wavy hit, dark brown to brown skin colour 
pplaces the Gonds among the proto-australoid oF 

‘But the jutting malars 
indicste admixture with Mundari population. 
‘The Germetogiyphic studies of Tribal Cultural 
Research end Training Institute (1978) also 
confirm the above view 38 they have @ lower 
ppatiorn intensity index (1320) lke that of 
Vettukurums, Orson and Khonds who eonsi= 
dered es mixed eustraloids. The Gonds are also 
charecteistc in exhibiting the highest rato of 


colour blindness (6%) compared to the lower 
tates bolow 2 por cont amang other tribal popu 
lation, 


Language 
Gondi js a Davidian languego and stands 
according to Gristton, loser to Temi and 


Kanarese than to Telugu, A latge number of 
Hindi words have boon adopted into the 
Vorabulary of Gondi in Central india and Telugu 
fand Marathi words in Adilabad and Chanda 
dietiors,  Gondl has no written charactors and 
Iiteraturo, Tho Gondt spoken by she Raj, Gonds 
‘of Adlabod cltfors from the Gondi spoken in 
Besta, Botul and Chanda. A distinctive. feature 
‘of Adiinbad Gondi is tha frequent substitution of 
fan Initial 'S' forthe inital “H’ of tho Bastar ond 
Chonda dialoct.. Thus in Adilabad Gonds 
pronouns ‘sil’ (F0" no) bit the Bastar Gonds 
pronounce ‘hallo’ (no) and ‘Surana’ (to sve) 
inatead of “Hutana’. Is the nominative the Gonds 
fof Betul usually drop tho initial ‘n inhorant 
In tho fist and socond person of the 
porsonel pronoun and say ‘ema’ (I) and 
‘imma’ (thou) the Gonds of Ad\labod use tho 
full" form ‘nana’ (1) and ‘oma’ (thou). The 
Chanda Gond, liko the Hil Maria says ‘ton 
(house), whilo the Adilabad Gond_pronouncos 
tho word clealy ‘ton’. Thus the language 
of tho Gonds is bosieally the same though it 
difors in pronounciation ond sbsoxption of 
local languadis in Is fold 


In @ population of approximately 48 
‘of Gonds in fndio, about 17°60 lakhs popu! 


4, oy 3689 por cont speak Gondi, Wheres 
Souttiom —rogion comprising the Stat 

Andhra Pradesh, Kernataka and parts of 
‘Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Orissa, out 


‘of a Gond population of 19°45 lakhs, 11°36 lakhs 
‘constituting 68:33 Per cent speak ond. Thero- 
fore the porcentage of Gondi speaking people 
‘Southern region to th total Gondi speaking 
‘population of India works out to 65 per cont 


History 
‘The Rei Gonde are famous for tholr rich 
‘mythology, a8 flourishing rules of the mediaeval 
period of Indian History. Thoy ruled vast 
ct aivided into four majo principalities between, 
‘4th and 18th centuries. 


In the wake of the disintegration of tho 
‘Tughleq dynasty at Delhi, a now end independent 
Kingdom of Bahamani Sultans was established 
inthe Deccan. A number of other princl- 


palties also sprang up on tha ruins of the 
ferier Kakatia Dynasty ot Warangal, The 
Southern Good criasiolity of Sipur/Chanda 
‘was one such Gord indapondont Stare that 
wos thrown up by the. prevalling police! 
turmoil in the ocean, Along with the Southern 
Gond Kingeom of Sirpur/Chonda tho othar Gond 
Kingdoms wore believed to. havo almost. simul- 
tanaously speeng up at (1) Gatha (Nosthern), 


@) Deogariia (Comal), (3) Kherle (Near 
Batu), 
Forsyth (1871) believed that these Gond 


Kingdams were sctually established by tho 
Rajputs who wete pushed 1 those inaccessible 
twaois bstwoon 11th and 15th centuries by the 
Invading Mohammedan armies. But in contrast, 
Tomple (1882) thinks that these kingdoms wore 

lbliehed by Gonds themsslves ond ofGanised 
‘thomsolves into three oF four principalities under 
Focal chieftains. Chattrtan (1916) also lend 
support to this. view in his manumentel_ work. 
“Tho story of Gondwana”, 


‘Tye Southern Gond kingdon seoms to bo tho 
autliost organised State. Legend also supports 
tho view crediting Bhim Ballal with tho estabish- 
‘mont of tho first Gond kingdom with Slip 
bis capitol In the yoar 895 A. 0. Tho legend 
‘190 ree0s tho succassion fine of tho Kings and 
montions that SurajiBallal Shah won the tile 
ff 'Sharshe’ from the Emperor of Delhi besides 
fouring gift of Gondwana from Mandala Souths 
‘wards In approciation of his servos. However 
his son Khandikya Ballal Shoh shifted tho capital 
fof his kingdom from Sirpur to tho presont day 
Bolla and trom thore to Chanda. Ain-t~Akbat 
‘mentions that Gond King Babaji commanded 
thousand horaes (cavalry) and forty thousand 
infantry and. was In possession of the diamond 
mings of Walragarh. 


't-can therefore be derived that Babaii ruled 
in. the boginning of 16th Century taking into 
‘account the succession of three Gond kings. in 
jtweon Khandikya Ballaishah ond Babaj. It 
fan also bo safety inferred trom this that 
first Gond Kingdom sprang up around the middl 
fof 14th century taking advantage of the confusion 
‘that engulfed. tho Kekatiya tenitory for about 
‘two docades_with tho fall of the dynasty in 
1823 A.D. Sethu Madhava Rao (1949) is_olso 
fof the view that sround "1350 A.D. Gonds 
‘seized power and established the Kingdom at 
Sirpus, whence they must. have overlown into 
the present district of Chanda’ 
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The history of Deczan provides many glimpses 
into the notabio role played by Gonds in tho 
politcal visissiudss of tha kingdoms of Warangal, 
Banamari, Khoa, ete, Fixing 1850 A. D. a5 
tho date of establishment of independent Gond 
Kingdom of Chanda, the Gonds must have 
‘enjoyed independent status for about a litle les3 
than a contury. through theie vassals. k=, tho 


Raja of the Gord aroa, Kherla near Bet 
Warengst according 10 Grigson, is an original 
home of the ruling family of Bastar, “This 


Kakativa family has probably originally. foudstory 
to tho Chalukya kings and only later ruled 
indspondontly. Pratapa Rudra, tho greatest and 
"east independent Kakatiya King of Warangal 
Jost his life and indepsndence in battle with the 
Mohammedan invaders of the Docean under 
‘Anmad Shah Bahamani early in the. feonth 
‘century and, eccording 10 Bastar vrdition ond 
{folk song, his brother Annsm Deo fled across 
the Godavari into. Bestar, which hed been an 
utlaying and loosely wld group of foudal 
‘depondenclas of Warangal 


Kalam was one of the important diamond 
mines that attocted the evil dosigns of th 
powerful neighbours of tho Gond Kingdom of 
Chanda. Famous Muslim historian Favishta 
waits that Ahmad Shah attacked the fort of 
‘Manur and took postossion of diamond mines 
in Kalam bolonging to the Rajah of Gondwana 
aftr putting to sword a gativon of five thousand 
ut Maur, 


Forishts's eceounts cloatly show that tho Gond 
Rajahs not only took sidos in tho State wars 
fof Musiim kingdom but also wrecked vengeance 
‘whonevet opportunity. arose. Howover, tho 
Jndopeadont status of the Gond kingdom came 
{0 9n end with tha annoxation of Borar by Akbar 
ong with the Gond fort of ‘Manikgarh in 1898 
‘AD. However it was the ‘alsing Maratha power 
fof the 181h century that compl 
the Gond kingdom of Chanda. 
fnnexed Chanda after killing the 
Rajah in 1781 

{In fact Mahur under Gond contro! flourished 
as acento of religious activiy both for Jains 
fand Mahapunbhav movernont. Evidence is eval 
[able t0 show that Jain Mahants of Sikhar Jagir 
fat Mahur enjoyed the petionage of Gond rulers 
‘This movement did net have any impact an tho 
religious ife of the Gond. 


‘of tho Gond 


‘The histories! record of 2 British sotdament 
Offcar reveals tha flourishing Gand life. in tho 
Chanda kingdom. “They loft if we forget the 
last fow yeas, @ well Governed and contended 
kirgdom adomed with admirablo works of 
fenginvering skill and prosparous to point which 
no aftr tima has reached. They Ioalt their mark 
Dahind them in royal tombs, lakes and palaces, 
“Their love for agriculture end itrigation is 
Indicated by their mothod of inducing cultivators 
to construst iigation tanks by giving “to any 
‘ono who mode a tank, a grant free revenus of 
the land Wying benseth it A laige numbor of 
small ination tanks were constructed under 
‘this inducement in the Waingangs valley which 
still roma 


Deseribing the conditions of Gonds of Adilobed, 
Prof. Haimendort (1948) mentions that “a long 


the Gonds romained the ruling rece, their 
‘tondatd of living aed thelr matone! culture 
‘ssems to have boon by no moans low and there 


fan bs no doubt that, relative to tha gonotal 
standards of yostoréay, it was higher then itis 
100" 

In grout eontrast the present day Gonds havo 
none of the qualities and capabilities of ‘their 
fore-fathors. How is it that such a floutishing 
‘and prosperous Gond pooplo havo retoated to 
tho mountain pastures and become primiives ? 
‘The answer ios in the pariod of Maratha 
‘conquest, pillage and plundering of Gond orincl= 


paltios, While Morathas ore credited with tho 
stomming of Mohammedsn onsiaughts, they 
stand. equally discredited for toying waste and 
looting porsistantly the both. resisting and 


ssurtondering toitories of Gond chieftains. and in 
the procets divested tho Gonds of the 
vestiges of civilizations and forced thom to take 


to high way robberies and savagery nurrated by 
they 


tho travolies of these lands of tho period 
regulaty plundorad end murdered stag 
small parties psasing through the bills. 
‘after footing snd kiling the whole night re-treatod 
‘cross county to ther jungle fortesses. guided by 
the light of a bom fis 

‘Thus the Marathas, while subjugating and 
textactingvibute without ny thought for the 
‘establishment of regular government in the avo 
‘contibuting for the reduction from ones princely 
‘people into 3 plundering bands of high way 
tobbers. Howver, the adver of the British and 


their fu establishment in the country had_ once 
changed the Gand way of life. The situation of 
maladjustment was completely controlled and the 
forocious Gond 100k a completely reverse posture 
by. becoming meak and gullible. After the 
intioduction of a stiong and equitable system of 
Government, bY the British, these wild murderers 
soon seitiad down and became the timid and 
inoffensive labourers which thay now are” 


Economy 

‘The main occupation of Gonds is agricul 
‘or agricultural labour, The Gonds of Bastar stil 
practise tho ‘traditional mothod of shiting 
uttvation called ‘Bower’. The Gonds of 
‘Andhra. Pradesh who are almost confined to 
‘Adilabad istrict and. the Gonds of Chanda are 

tiled agriculturats growing mainly food crops 
Tike Jowat which Is thir staple food and cash 
tops cotton which Is extensively grown In the 
black cotton solls of Utnoor high lands, Paddy 
is also grown in somo patches where ligation 
Is assured under tanks, wells or lift liigation 
toutces, Mixed cropping is practised. In 
betwoon rows of Jawar or cotton, rows of red oF 
black of green grams are grown bosides benge! 
foram. Tho Gond country of Andhra Pradesh is 
hot blesend with abundant inigation though 
‘the tributaries of Godavari like Pemuganga and 
Kadom, flow through Gond country as they are 
rot #0 far harnessed for the benoit of Gonds 
Unite other tribal areas Adilabad is not heving 
‘8 largo riumbor of hill steams or naturel springs, 
Even the Kadam dam across. the ivor Kadam 
serves only the non-tibals. However in_reoont 
years many medium and minor inigation projects 
have boen taken up for construction. Satnala 
‘medium inigation project and a number of lift 
Trigation and other minor irigaion schemes ore 
initiated for improving. the irvigaion facilities. 
Inthe Raigath areo of Orissa the Gonds cultivate 
rillets for food and nige crap, The 
soils of Bastar and Orissa State are not suitable 
{or cotton cultivation and that crop is conspicuo~ 
Usly absent, Maize has been introduced recently 
fand js becoming popular in Dandokaranya region. 
‘Apart from the cultivated lands the Gonds all 
‘over the Southetn rogion grow vegetables in 
Gardens attached to thor houses. 


Gond economy is unisectoral with heavy 
‘dependence on agriculture without any diversiti- 
‘eation though many agro-mineral and forest 


bbased industries like coment factory, cotton 
‘pinning factories, paper mills, etc., have come 
Up in the Gond ‘country and in its periphery 
In Andhra Pradesh so far no Gond is employed 
In those industries according to. tribal manpower 
study in tribal areas of Adilabad alstict (1978) 
Even in the forest labour Gonds are not much in 
prominence. However, the per family land 
holding is highest in comperison to tribal. are 
in other districts. According to a Suey” per 
family land holding of Gonds worked out to 13 
‘actos. This was because of the large scale. land 
‘assignment policy adopted by tho then. Nizams 
Government by excising the productive forests 
‘teas and assigning thom to vibals. Consequent 
upon @ minor Gond. 


ach tibet family was assigned land 
‘extont of 18 to 25 acres, boing. the economic 


to tho 


holdings, which 


‘ments, Further joint 
types of families, the result being large 
{amily holdings. in the Raigath area also it wos 


observed that the Gonds own holdings of 10 
‘eros and above on the average. The community 
‘xhibits © remarkable sunse of attachmont to land 
‘than to any other occupation. A study conducted 
among tho Raj Gonds of Adilabad diatict rovesled 
that there is no. significant change in. the 
ecupational pattern it is noticed thet the 
shift is only within the agricultural sector, 


eis vory rarely that one comes across the 
‘traditional occupational groups like carpenter o¢ 
blacksmith in thoso areas as the Gonds aro. theit 
‘own carpenters and blacksmiths. Male_mombors 
fof the Gond famiy carve thelr plough yoke and 
cart with the wood secured from forests, The 
lion parts ike plough shore oxe heed, ete., are 
Dutchated from the wuekly market fixed offer 
‘moulding by the Gonds themselves, 


‘Lemsadi” or merriage by service, a universal 
tuaditional custom of Gonds is ano of the social 
Institutions thet has eceonomic consequences, 
‘A Gond family having only daughters oF one of 
two sons who could not collectively underta 
agricultural operations of the. large family 
holdings. extending upto 50 to 100 acres bring 
‘8 poor Gond boy on promise of marriage to the 
daughter after a period of service in the family 
‘agricultural lands. Many Gond families remain 
fs. either vertically or horizontally extended 
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joint families to faciitates corporste economic 


‘activity of the kin without the noed for hired 
form hands which are very searce also, 

Both man and wemen participate in the family 
‘orcultursl work. Man undertake ploughing. 
‘digging, thieshing end other heavier type of 
‘agricultural operations, while women help them 
with weeding, erop cutting end other lighter 
sgrieutural operations, 

‘As most of the rainfall occurs during south= 
‘wast monsoon period, only kharif crops. a 
‘grown during June—August while the second 
{10p Is raised in small patches, where irrigation 
facilities are available 


Some of tho Gonds supplement their agri- 


cultural income with collection and sale. of 
minor forest produco Uke gum karaya end 
chiranjee. They also collect. beodi leaves 


{6 soasonelly for wages peld by the contactors 


‘This, once ruling ibe which went through 
«2 poriod of a maladjustment and. finally sotiod 
‘down to sedentary agriculture, though possessing 
sizoble agricultural holdings of fertile black 
‘etton soil in which cash crops like cotton end 
food crops tke Jowar and various grams are 
‘grown stil loads a subsistence level of living 
‘An analysis of the fomily budgets showed that 
‘per capita income of an average Gond worked 
‘out to Rs, 206'99, 


Dietary habits 
‘The diotary habits of the Southern Gonds 
‘are almost siilar except that the coreols and 
pulses consumed in various places difor_on the 
besis of the crops cultivated according to the 
‘uitabilty of the soll for afferent crops. In 
‘Andhra. Pradesh and Maharashtra, Jowar and 
[Maize along with rod gram or field beans form 
‘the staple food, while in Bastar, Roipur and 
Orissa, Regi, Kodi or Italian millet form the 
staple diet. Maize has beon Introduced. in this 
‘area recently by the displaced persons of Bangla 
Desh settled in Dandakorany 
‘88 8 rainfed diy crop in Madhya 
‘risse, arly in Andhra Pradesh and. Mahi 


rashtra, | The usual diet consisis of a gruel 
made out of broken Jowar called “Pej” 
in contral India. It is consumed without ony 


Vegetables early in the morning. Sm 
Tike samai and alan millot aro extensively 


cconsumad in Bastar and Orissa. Usual side ish 
Js fad gram dal with much chilly powder, few 
‘onions and tamarind. Vegetables are. consumed 
in large quantities, only during the winter when 
they ste extensively grown in their back yards 
‘Thay fately consume ol, milk or milk products, 
‘The consumption of mutton fs alse very negligible. 
jn contrast to the lorgo consumption of wild 
foods like roots and tubors, fruits and leaves. by 
‘other tribals cf the tegien, the Gonds consume 
‘mainly cultivated foods. Their cereal and pulse 
‘consumption is relatively superior than the other 
tribals and. thelr diets are raroly deficient in 
proteins ond calories. However, minerals such 
‘28 on and calcium, vitamins A ond 8 Complex 
‘are coficient due to. absenco of milk and milk 
products and fuite in their diets, Tho abit of 
sinking black toa without milk is. becoming vary 
popular, Among the food available inthe 
‘avizonment Bessia tatfolia provides the Gond 
with clesisted mahua flowers and Buchanania 
latifolia with Chiranjeos, both of which are found 
stiffs of great value 10 all tibals.Phosonia 
syWvoating and Borassus flabellifer thie two plom 
‘woos that ylold sot (Sandi and Today) occur 
rarely, Caryota wrens, whose pla wine Is 
highly valued among Koyat ond Bastar Gonds 
‘is unknown jn Aalabad dlatict 


‘The Gonds now o days do tittle hunting and 
‘appear to have abondoned hunting ws a sport or 
ritual etivty, 


The Gonds usually took healthy but suffer 
from malaria, scabies, tuberculosis and. digostive 
tract diseas0s whose Incidonce is relatively. more 
In the Inaccossibie aroas* 


Social structure 

‘The aocial structure of the Southern Gonds 
is diferent from Gonds of other regions. It is 
‘based on mythologically decreed four phratry 
forganisation. Each of these four exogamous 
phttries consists of » number of clans and 
‘mambers belonging to clans of a particular 
Phratry are considered brothers. ond sisters. Tho 
four phratries trace thelr doscent to four, five, 
‘sic and seven mythical brothers. from whom the 
rmombors of the phratty are considered to have 
Sprung up and they are named as four brothers 
phraty (Nalwen Saga), The social structure 
fof the Southern Gonds is differnt from the 
Gonds of other regions, Clan and tribe ore 
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tlated contertuelly in two different was in the 
first instance tribaloess es membership of 2 
‘encegamaus unit end in the second instance the 
‘uibalness a= distinct from the wiser Indien context 
‘of castensss. Tho Gond descent system is 
bbesed on structurs) principlos of unity ond 
indivsiiity and that makes it eztogorically 
distinct from tho Indian casto system. However 
‘structurally Gond Kinghlp system Is a part of 
wider Hindu system. "The Gonds seo, themsalves 
35 totaly Separate. Prot. Haimendor!”, observed 
‘that Gond society is conceptually 8 total system 
‘and no segment of It can contact out of basic 
framework of phvavies and clans. On the 
‘contrary Hindu caste system have inbuilt tendoncy 
to splot up into endogamous sub-sects of varying 
social status and no soction’ of Rj Gond society 
‘could function as indopendent endogamous unit 
‘short of complete repudiation of all tes of tidal 
solidarity. 


Both clan and phravy systems are complex 
‘among Gonds and the Gond society is vertically 
divided into four major exogemous petiineat 
‘groups known as phratries (Sega). The phratries 
‘re not divisions In tho senso of sub-castes or 
‘Wibal sogments but constitutont parts of social 
sirueturo which cannot funetion except through 
‘their continuous Interaction in marital relations 
‘and. ritual operations. Tho four phratries are 
tafored to as Yorwon saga, Seriwen saga. Siwen 
‘tage and Nalwon saga “Wen” is # Gondi torm 
Implving a category of pxl-mordial_ male ancestors 
‘while yor, ser, si and nal ore abbreviations of 
‘numericals In Gondi language for seven, six. five 
‘and four respectively. These numbers do not 
Indicate a system of ranking but relate to the 
‘dar of omergonce of original ancestors. Each 
phratry hes its own deity-Persa Pen worshipped 
by all is conetitutent clans. The phraty isnot a 
corporate ceremonial unit. The clan God is 
‘worshipped by tho clan mombers and maximal 
lineage. Each of these four phraties comprises & 
number of clans and members belonging 19 
particulr pheaty are Considered 36 brothers and 

tert. The phates constitute = basic frame 
‘within which’ the wadition bound social forces 
‘operate and almost every major social and ritust 
‘eccasion bears out this phravyy based fregmente- 
tion of social structure of Gonds. 


The phraty ie govemed by two basie 
principles, |e, descent and fraternal sofidarty. 
Descont is verties! axle following the division 
Of Vie Gond society into four phratties origina 
ting from ther four epics! ancestors. This 
system binds the living male members together 
which form an sgpatic group while the 
horizontal dimension revolves on the bssic 
principles of frternal solidarity between the 
ontemporsry members of the agnatic group and 
their wives. The phratry reguistes marital rela~ 
tions and corporate. eotivities in tho social and 
‘economic and ritual relations of thei is 


Each phraty is strictly exogamous end sub- 
ivided into a number of clans”. Clan rather 
‘than phtetry is tho most immediately apparent 
‘motif inthe Gond society. Every man of 
rmartied woman or boy is. identified by the  clen 
‘nd by its phratry. Every momber of the Gond 
society knows by heart which clan belongs 10 
‘which pheatry and tho salationship between two 
Jndividuals persats through a clessiticatory model 
‘All members of a person's own patty stond to 
him or her in the relation of ‘Sage’, |. 0., paternal 
kkinsinen and are excluded fom tho ranks of 
otontial mates. Members of other phatrios 
‘re “Sola” oF potential motes end rolations-in- 
law. Tho phretry system is not 80. strong in 

tat and Orissa as In Adilabod but even 
hare they consider those clans e# brother clans 
‘which worship the same number of clan Gods, 
‘The four phratry system does not extend to all 
branches of ej Gonds, while four phratias are 
found in that part of Madhya Pradesh which lies 
‘South of Negput, only two phatries occur among 
Gonds of Northem Nagpur plain. and Satpur 
region. Many of the Gond_clane are totemist 
‘and named after animals. Generally the members 
ff @ opt do not Kill oF injure thelr totem 
‘animals. , 


‘Though the Gonds of Adilabad and Reigarh 
‘are sepatated by many other groups over a very 
Tange distance it is very Interesting to note that 
‘2 umber of common totemistic clans exist 
‘between thom, such 25, Maravi, Naltam, Pusam, 
Poyors, Kuriam, Veti, Teksm which indicate that 
inspite of regional divetsty the Southern Gonés 
Ihave & eorimon kinship system. 
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Until matings a Gord gil is only = davabter 
fof har natal clan. It is therefore essential in 
ond society that all gris are maried. The git 
becomes a member of thet clan in which she is 
ily matted, The Gond msn may have 
than ona primary matage and it is the 
reason for tho prevalence of polyayny. Soon 
after mariage 8 Bride is inteduced to the clan 
deity of her husband. She will never lose the 
mamba'ship inspite of secondary mairiages to 
‘members of other clans. 


‘Though the Gond women enjoys freedom in 
‘selecting mates, divorce and dances, her status 
Is definitely infarior to. that of the males. The 
Gond women cannot cook or offer any food 
offered to tho clan Gods. An unmarried git 
‘cannot take part in tha rituals of the clan deity- 
rsa pen. Though the unmanied Gond git 
Enjoys unvestrcted treadom, the moment ste is 
martiad, she Is. subjected to number of resticn 
tons and has to be more faithful to her husband. 
In spite of working very hard in the fields, os 
‘wall as cooking food for the family, tending 
Cattle, fetching water end doing all sorts of odds 
Joba, @ "woman cannot inherit any property from 
her pacents of from hor husband. A mactied 
woman has. to observe avoidine of her son-in- 
low and’ oktober husbands elder brother 
(Raigarh). Such restrictions make the position 
ff Gond woman inferior to that of thee men. 


‘The Gonds of Bastar and Rolgath erea of 
rissa have the inattution of common sleeping 
houses known 98 Gotulghar, whien are conspi= 
cuously absent among the Raj Gonds of Mahe- 
rashtea and Andhra Pradesh. The boys and gils 
have two separate houses called Dhangri, 
Ghotal (Boy's dormitory) and Dhangri Ghotal 
(Giels doxmicory) In Raigarh, where every une 
‘manied boy oF git above 12 yoars have to sleep 

[in Bastar and Raigazh the boys and 
eve a regular organiseton, the captain of 
the boy's dormitory being called Kotwet and the 
YVico-esptain Mukwan, while the captain of the 
ia called Bolota and the Viee-coptain is 
@alled Dolosa. Tha boys snd gis sing and 
dance together and ste slso taught the tibel 
‘ital and etiquette st the Gorul. The boys. and 
‘ils become intimate and ubimately sete thet 
martiages. 


Descent and inheritance ere patrilcgsl, resi 
dence being pavilocal exceat in the case of 
rmauisge by service (Lamsads) whore matilocel 

dance is permitted for the period during which 
somintaw is expected to seve in the 


. — 


erants-in-iow’s house, Family is the besic unit 
(of Gond social structure. Majority of the Gond 
emilee a either extendad or joint families 
Polyaynous familias ere fequendy met with 26 
‘mony of the fended Gonds usually mstry more 
than one wife. Though marriage by negotiation 
| the frequently resorted to as a method of 
sequiting metes, capture, service end mutual 
love and clopment are also met with. It is 
Interesting to note that sometimss 2 boy Is also 
captured to secure not only a brisegcoam for 
‘he daughter but also to ensure a working hand 
for the farm work. However, the status of this 
lemssds son-in-law Is in no way infavir 10 the 
‘other members of the family. Even after mariage 
and expiry of the pariod of sevice, sometimes, 
the son-incaw may continue to stay in the 
fathot-in-iew's house and gate a shere of the 
property along with sons of the family 


1k may be concluded that clans and sub-clans 
system of Gonds continue to operate affactvely 
Jn goneral and particular ot ritual level. Further 
Js also obsorved that remarkable fexturo of tho 
Gond sociaty is that clan system persists as an 
Integrating force. It js noticed that the trodix 
tional outhotty is decaying while the rigidity 
‘and tho strength of Gond's descent group system 
‘hos continued to romain unaffected, 


Rotigion: 
‘The Gonds all over India are polythestic. All 
deities ore thought of in anthropomorphic. terms, 
Al Gonds worship a supreme being, called 
‘Shemby Pon in Chanda and Adilsbad und Bar 
Deo in Madhyo Prodesh, Various other names 
‘are used for the Supreme God. Near Chonda 
‘and “Adilabad. God ie known by the nemo 
‘in Bastar es Bara Pon, in 
tis evidont fiom Gond tadition 
‘hat in olden days Bara Deo was honoured by 
the sacrifice of a cow, which ptactice ie on tho 
‘wane. Bara Deo is recognised as tho crestor 
end master of the universe, Yet in their 
religious ritual, he pleys 9 very unimportent part. 
‘Dhartri Mata, the Eorh mother is also worshipped 
suniversly 


‘The cult of village guatcion deities both malo 
‘end female ® eso 2 universal phenomenon of 
Gond religion. Thus Aki Pen, the village 
guardian and Auwal (mothar) the village mother 
‘21e found in every Gord village of Adilabad and 
Kher mai ia Cental india. Gods of dissese such a8, 
Mansi mata, Sita! Mata, shrines of Bhimana, 
‘angubai, Besri, Reel ‘pen, all deities with 
‘power to influence the fate of the human beings 


0 


0 found in many villeges, but their cult 
Fests with the individual femilies and they are 
known 28 household Gods. These household 
Gods increase or decrease 2s special occasion 
necessitates. If a set of Gods do not work 
‘Satisfactory they are also discarded and new 
‘et introduced. "Similarly field Gods, este Gods 
‘and Gods of the dead. are also very common. 
‘They worship Gods presiding over the village 
destinies, tho crops, epidemic diseases, the 
spirits of their forefathers and the weapons. and 
Creations of the chase. They consist of siones 
(or mud platforms, placed st a convenient distance 
‘rom the village under the shade of some appro 
Driete tree and often having 2 red or white flag, 
made of a pieca of cloth, tied to the end of 2 
‘pole 10 indicate their postions. 


‘The cult ofthe clan Gods or deities stands 
foremost in the Gone's roligious conciousness 
except in are0s where the tibal culture is steady 
in state of disintegration. Among the Southern 
aj Gonds of Adilabad and Mahacosbt-a the cult 
‘of clan God Is sill very prominent and it is 
firmly anchored in Gone mythology preserved 
through oral tradition by the Prashans who re 
hereditary bards to Gonds. Due to growing 
contacts with neighbouring Hindu popslotion in 
Central Province the old forms of ritual. customs 
Including cow sacrifice has disappeared. The 
Gond religion in its original form is silvery 
‘much evident among the Gonds inhabiting 
the hill tracts ving between Penganga and 
Godavari tiver, The relationship between the 
Gonds of Adilabad ond Yeotmal and Chando 
Alstict is vory close and identical ‘ystem 
‘and cult form prevail among them. Even among 
the Madyha 

Deo or Pursa Pen of te own and it is 


United with Bare Deo of their own clan some 
times ettor death. They also regulate their 
martiage according to the number of thal clan 
Gods. However the worship of clan gods 
conspicuously absent there 


‘Though the deities provitiated by the Gonds 

‘other cotasion are many, It Is 
sy the cult of the clan-deitis, the Persa Pen, 
Which dovives ssnction from thelr sacred epics. 
‘According to Gond doctrine the culture hero 
Pehandi Kupar Linge structed the ancestors of 
the Gonds in the cult of the deities to be 
‘worshipped by each of the four phates (cega) 
‘and procured for them four iron spear heads, 
four whisks (chau). four sets of brass bells 
(Gaare), four bamboo staves (kati) and four 


” 


‘cloths (kariwa). the symbols used in the cult of 
Persa Pen, the grest God. The original four 
Dhratries (sage) have later spit into cian (parni) 
‘and into sub-cisns (kehendan) and the Gonds 
‘explain thet in the coutss of time each of the 
lens obtained a set of ritual objects and began 
to worship the Perse Pen of their phraty at 
Separate sanctuaries. Now there is no clan 
‘which does not pride in tho possession of its 
‘own Perse Pen symbols. 


‘Associated with the Petsa Pen of ali clans 
‘re ‘sat small stones or lumps of hardened 
vermiion paste which represent the female 
ancestors of the clan and Kerik, the symbols of 
‘prominent male members of the clan. The 
eceased clan members are formely joince with 
the clan deities by the scortice of» gost, and 
‘on the third evening of Persa Pen feast in pus’ 
's entirely devoted to the propitistion of the clan 
‘ancestors and the departed 


To propitiate delties there are soparate priests 


of “Katona 
to eldest son, but if necossary any momber of 


Usually the office passes from fethor 


‘the family can function as “Katora’. Ho ia very 
‘important in establishing harmonious relations 
betwen the living clan members and invisible 
{orces including spins of ancestors and departed 
‘The village priest is known 98 “Dovati’ and 
‘performs rites for tha village deities. He is usually 
the descendent of the village founder and often 
‘combines his function 38 priest with thet of 
‘Patol. The ‘Bhoktal oF soors aro those poople 
who establish direct contact with the Gods by 


news, These aro mon and rarely women, The 
‘wo principal Porsa Pen feasts are held in tho 
‘months of Bhawe (May-June) and Pus (December- 
January). and 2 minor ceremony i¢ often  per- 
‘otmed at the time of Dassera. Another func: 
‘onary in both Adilabad and Conve! Frovinces 

the ‘Pradhan’ or “Pradhangs’, who are the 
‘waditional bards of the Gonds, snd the songs 
‘and stories which they preserve by oral 
‘transmission ara the most important depositories 
‘of Gond tradition. Their presence st religious 
rites. is obligatory, but they function only 6 
musicians, never 26 piss. 


‘Tho Balt in witcheratt and magic is svong 
‘among Gonds; the Gonds in the recent past 
used to sacrifice cows. It was also a recorded 


fact that Gonds wor> accustomed to offer human 
sazrifice spacially to goddess Kali and goddess 
Dhanteswari- the tutslary deities of Aajas of 
Bastar ond Chanda diswiew. Mr. Hislop is of 
tho. view. that human sacrifices wore offered 
‘unit wall into the 18th coniury. This prcticn is nat 
in vogue now and given up completsty. However 
during my recent visit in October’ 80 to Raigorh 
block Woorimetia Tahasil of Koraput sri of 
Orisa Stato tho officials. informed that reosntly 
‘ia 2 yours botora a ¢as¢ of human sacrifice 
‘ae eoported from Jolanparg villege of Raigarh 
block. Ouring my sours in 1949 in Korimeri 
Circle of Adilsbad district a young Gond who 
was diving my cart nertsted that ho was himeatt 
‘8 victim who was caught and tind to a treo in 
Kerimeri forast and was about 19 be sscrifiad. 
Dut fortunstely he was rescousd by 2 cwam of 
forest officials who happened to incidentally 
pass through thet way. Those two stay incidents 
‘appear to be remnants of the pest abnoxious 
religious practices. 


The Gond festivals a1 also sssociated with 
the first ecting and. sowing of the new crops. 
In Chait (Merch) the Chitra festival is calebrsted 
jn Bastar, Orissa os well 28 in Andhra Pradesh. 
[A plg of fowl is offered to. the village gods. and 
‘the new beans and jowet or other foods sie 
bffered uncooked. After dancing and singing for 
the whole night they stert eating the new foods. 

store sowing new milet a sectifice for the 
mother goddess and a csctifice for she village 
aitieg ato performed to ensure the successful 
ination of the seeds. Some grains, fowls 
fend a. pig are sacrificed to the deity and the 
blood of the saclficed animal is sprinkled over 
the seeds end the charmad seeds offered to the 
‘dod ate then cistbutod to all the wilagers. who 
Sow It in thot fields for luck 


Development Trends, 

‘The traditions! Gond pollical structure 
consisted of higrarchieally orpanised cortes of 
owot—'Pater’ (village level head), “Mokhash 
(head of group of villages), Rajeh or Chieftain 
‘and. finally the Gond King of Chands. At the 
Vilage lovel the ‘Pater used to preside over a 
‘wibal councll consisting of hereditary elders 
including the —Patad” and ‘Kstora’ the 
pest of the village. Marriage negotiations, 
family disputes, petty economic offences. social 
isputes like divorce and elopments, incestuous 


trial and sexual reations. violation of 
principles of tribal endogamy or phratry 0° clan 
fexogamy besides fixation of dates for festiv 
‘locations and fist ploughing of fields are some 
‘of th» activtis of tho traditional councils. st the 
level of vilaga and ibs. — Mokhashi’ who, 
‘commands the economic resources of a group of 
‘allages sito settios tho inter-ilage disputes and 
‘other disputes thot could vot be eoftied by the 
ilage council. A Rajoh woe similar 10 
"Mokhosh but for is lage aioe of juridetion 
and higher political and social status ond 
‘command over economic resourees of 9 largo 
‘number of villages. The “Mokhashis' and 
“Rajahs’ owned thor allegiance to tho Rajah of 
‘Chanda and paid bim tribute besides telping him 
‘with men, materials end money in times of need 
and wa. 


‘The Gonds of Bastar and Orissa have caste 
8 which settle inter-tibal end intra 


re selected by mutus 
‘office tl his behaviour Is good. 


consent and enjoy 

Inter-wibal and 
intocvillgs disputes aro setted by 8 commo= 
‘siting of tha two Penchayats. The guilt or 
feeteblished cither by cect eye witness, 
divination oF by ordeals like putting one’s hend® 
in boiling oil oliting @ red hot crowbar. The 
coftences thet are deck by the panchayats ate 
‘sdultery,teking erather man’s deughter or wife 
being cent to jail, eating jail food, eating with 
fg man of lower cette oto, Ex-communication is 
the severest punishment Feasts have to be 
‘aranged for reedimitance of the communi 
‘cated person into the community. 


‘The twaditional power structure underwent 2 
redical change sfier tho down fall of Gond 
Kingdom of Chanda in 1751. A new structure of 
power and authority wos instoduced down to the 
{Fass ootd lavel. The Maratha Intreduced the in 
stitution of Dashukh and "Deshpanda’ with Waton, 
for group of villages belonging *0 non-tibals, The 
‘Deshmukhs’ ware meant. for collecting land 
revenue while the ‘Deshpznde’ used to. keep tho 
fsccounts of the village revenue ond Hind and crops. 
records. Some of thom boopme Watendar 
Patcia and Patworis for some of the villas 
‘under their jurisdiction and in the process 

‘out the Gond chiefs with the somi eligi 
fend social functions. Furthor, the successive 
[Nizams added the feudel oifices of “Jagirdars? 
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who used to exploit the weak and powerless 
Gonds. Tho establishment of Nizem's Rule 
further expanded the administstive machinery 
1p to the village lovel, A hierareliy of adminis- 
trative personne! have been systematically 
preserved and the “Deshmukh and “Dechpand 
‘were also stipped ci the powers with the 
Introduction of Panchayat Ra} and Community 
Dovelopment. The whole of Gond concent 
02 (8 brought under democratic decun- 
‘stablishment of 

‘Thus a feudalistic. society 


‘of Raj Gonds of Southern region hos been 
‘wanalormed ino ® decentralised democartc, 
foclety with 8 statutory hip elected 


through adult fanch 
succession, 

‘Tho dawn of independence ond tho stretegy 
fof directed chenge adopted for the socio- 
‘economic transformation of ‘the country unless 
shed a series of development programmes. whose 
benefits percolated even to the Gond ar 
Howover, unlike tho other Gond country, the 
Gond sreas of Adilabad have been fortunate 
fenough in reaping the benefit of development 
programmes as early as 1940, As mentioned 
ferlier the necessity for introducing the 
programme was felt by events leading to. the 
Bobjhari uprising and the consequent chsos 
crested in the Gond society. There was a 
‘similar uptisng in Bastarin 1910 also. The dev 
opmental programme enviseged in Acilabad 
district in early 1940's mainly centred around 
provision of much needed social and economic 
infrastructure, AS apart of implementetion of 
these developmental pfogrammes vast areas of 
Unproduetive forest was excised snd assigned to 
tho Gonds under ‘Laoni Khes' schome to provide 
thom @ fcily stablo and reliable source of tivel 
hood, This economic development programme for- 
‘med basis for envisaging Gond education scheme 
{0 help transformation of Gond society. As 8 fir 

op unde! this schome a talning conte. was 
‘torted. to toach 3. Re of education to the iNet 
rato adult Gonde and to Introduce thom to impro- 
ved agricultural one allied practis, The success- 
{ul tainoot of this conra wore appointed as too 
‘chore in nowly started schools. Spacio pri 
‘ond charts wore prepared in Gondi with Dos 
{iri seript, Thus en oducstion programme suited 
{to tholr gonlus was stored forthe exclusiva 
bonoft of tbls who wore then almost et zero 
point of literacy, 


‘The Gond Education Scheme, Co-operative 
Movement and Land Assignment constitute the 


In place of ‘hereditary 
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vital 
Programme whose stiategy was evolved by Prot. 
Haimendorf end adopted etmost up to the begi= 


components of the Gond Development 


fnning cf second Five-Year Plan, During th 
Second Five-Year Plan the enti programme 
fot merged snd almost lost is. identity with the 
Inwoduction of Community Development Prox 
{gramme in Gond aves in tho Year 1952. A spoci- 
fic stategy of Tribe! Dovelopment called Mult- 
puipose Projects wes evolved. at All-incia lavel 
‘nd implamantec in areas of tba concentration 
all over the county, One of such Multipurpose 
Tribal Development Project was first Introduced 
With its headquarts at Utsoor in 1966-87 bring 
Ing tho Gond ora of Adilabod into the fold of 
Intensive dovelopment for the first time, The 
procoss still continues, though the instrumentality 
Underwont changes from Multipurpose epproeeh 
to. Tibal Devoleprent Block opprcach using 
‘Thied Plen period herelding ow era of iba! 
evelopment In sres8 of Gond predominance, 
Tho sub-plon streiegy has edopted integrated 


Tribal Development pproech by creating a 
second tior district level development jnsttutlon 
celled Integrated Tribal Development Agency for 


the promotion of accelerated balenced develop 
ment of Identified aress of wibs! concentetion 
since the Fifth Plan. petiod. 


Many new institutions have come into exis- 
tence dus to implementation of ‘Wibel develop 
iment programmes. Bgsides the non-residential 
primary schools and upper primary schools and 
high schools, vesidentiat aghram schools are also 
‘established to suit the wibal way of life. Similary 
{in addition 10 the common primary health centres 
‘and hedquarters haeptels, mobile medical units 
‘were esteblished to take medical care to the door 
stops of the tibss. Many protective regulstions 
have been passed to safequard the interests 
fof wibals in land and forest and shield them 
from the eptadations. of monoy tenders, land 
‘lienators ete, besides continustion of land 
jgnmnt scheme, 


The bal dovelopment_pregrammes, 
Implemented for the benafit. of Goids of 
‘Adilabad region have no doubt helped thom 
10 gFow, yer the Gonds have not beon able to 
‘voll the opportunity. fully thrown at their 
‘doo’ step. There appears. to bo cartain inherent 
‘woaknesses of foar physcosis and barons 
‘operating In thar minds due to long impact of 
various forees. Th of pride pormitied 
them to be lenient outlook. The land 
frabing and aggessive immigrant fully exploited 


‘their simpla nature 10 their advantage. The 
magnitude of the incursions of non-oribais, 
‘becomes clear if we glance at dacannial growin 
‘of population in 1971 over 1981 in Utnoor 
‘Taluk. The total population has increased from 
85:09 to 93°82 thousands. The Gonds 
Cchatectoristically succumb to ths pressures. of 
now settle. The similar situation was 
‘observed by Mr. Navona as oarly as 1944. while 
discussing. the problems of tribes of Madhyo 

jath, Iwas told during my vieit to 
jth block that Gonds were not able to 
‘withstand the pressure of non-tribals 


Protective laws have beon in force. ln 
‘the scheduled areas of the country but these 
laws have proved ineective on account of 
‘and circumvention of 


{totally oF partially ousted by the non-tribale 
Inepite of strong protective laws promulgated 
10 Save the wibal’ interest. 


Due to opaning of 2 network of roads 
commarcia! activity has increased. | Commerciai 
‘centres and shops have grown all along the 
roads in this region and these may endanger 
the capital ass9t6 of the Gonds and also adversely 
‘affect their living. The Gands who wore 
previously raising mainly food cros have now 
taken to commarcial crops like cotton. They 
ate also making use of radio sets, bicycle. etc 
They do not invest on captal assets. Tho 
{ruitfl use of income calls for sill_and foresight 
whieh tne Gonds do not have. In contrast :2 
the situation the Gonds of Raigarh sul prefer 10 
‘grow food e098 end the new crop like maize is 
Introduced roeently by the immigrants on 2 
commercial basis, but the material possession of 
‘these Gonds in ‘this region is, sill traditional 
‘Tho tea fs usually served in leat cups and for 
the visors it Is served in brass ware plates 
(Thali): Tho quality of ita in thess villages do 
not appear to have undergone chenge when 
‘ompared to the Gonds of Adilobed. 


‘The Gonds do not appear to havea reclized tho 
value of education in_ strengthening their socio- 
‘economic fabric. A net-work of educational 
Institutions have grown in a period of 30 vos 
Yet fow Gond children have succeeded in the 
{transition from these schools to the normal Middle 
land High Schools. The number of matriculatos 


ee 


{3 very small while the graduates ean be counted 
‘on finger tips. The apathy to pursue education 
‘appzors to be universal among the Gonds. Even 
in Madhya Pradesh posivon of Itoracy amor 
Gonds is not better. Out of the total population 
(of 48 lakhs only. 4:42 lakhs ar titerates among 
the Gonds i.e. the percentage of literacy of 
Gonds to the total §.T. population of India is 
‘116 por cont. The porcentago of literote Gonds 
constitute $20 to its total population (1971 
conaus). The iterates constitute 91°65 per cont 
to the total population of 37 lakns in M. P. Tho 
‘maticulates ate only 7.088 which works out 10 
018 per cont. The graduates end post-oraduaten 
‘ae 288 (0°01 per cont). Among the Gonds of 
‘Anda Pradesh the literacy percentage is only 
33 per cent. 


‘The two Gonde who have been representing 
teserved sssembly constituencies til 1978 hav 
lost their soats to othor tribal communities In 
‘Adilabad & these representatives did not represont 
the intast of thelr constituents tfoctively 
‘Stephen Fuchs in 1960 obsarved “that though the 
‘Gonds are beter represented in Parliament and in 
the Legislative Councils thelr participation in 
forming Governmant policy is not at all in core 
ppondence with thair numbers. At thalast lection, 
the Congress party put up several Gond candidates, 
in various districts and they wate elected on the 
Congress tickets. Theso candidates, howaver, had 
‘eithor so Completely adapted non-tribal ways of 
Iie that thay ‘could not adequately put forward 
the probloms of aboriginal Gond, of they were 80 
‘backward that they could not make themselves 
hhsared in the coune 


‘The Gond society is alsounder the impact of 
religious movements, In the States of Madhya 
Pradesh and Orissa, the Gonds appear to be under 
the strong nfluonco of the religious leaders who 
‘re advaesting various. restrictions on food, drink 
‘tc. A similat wave Is. slo seen among. the 
Gonds of Raigath of Orissa State. Tho Gonds of 
‘Adilabad who have preserved 9 rich cultural 
tradition are also exposed to tho allen foith or 
‘hey ate undor the influence of late saint. Tukdojt 
Maharaj. His disciple, saint Surya Bhan Mahara} 
‘who resides in the high lands of Utnoot Taluk is 
lam and other taboos. 
In Udaipur village of Reigarh it was noticed that 
institution ‘Ghotul” 
(youth dormitory) is under the influence of tho 
religious movement. Gonds in ths village have 
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{8150 loarnt new pattern of Bhajans and prayer 
aught by their ligious leadars: “Babas’ and this 
ig refleoted in their music and dance patterns 


Ik may bo sean that the religious institutions, 
religious beliefs, soci! life of Gonds ste under- 
oing changes. "As a result of this the Gond 
Society is found to bo segmented into tho 
traditionalists end noo-raligious practitioner 


Marked changes have not teken_placo in the 
‘occupational structure as the agriculture conti- 
rues f0 be the mein-stay for a vast msjority of 
the Gonds.  Amcng the Gonds of Adilobad, 
diversification of occupational bese has been 
attempted by way of devaloping animal hus 
bbandry sector. Consoquntly dary industry 
Js takon up by Gonds and the results of this 


programmes are yet to be seen. The Gond 

farmers were also motivated to adopt wot 

Cultivation methods, but this programme was 
oived by Gonds. 


sat from the sbove anelysis that the 
society continues %0 display tha firm 
solidarity and cohesiveness. in its structure, 
though they have been oxposed to rapid changing 
situations. Gonda in their day to day life do 
not resort to corporate section in thelr economic 
activities. The gains accruad to the Gonds have 
not been commensurate with efforts and invest- 
ants made by the Government. The statooy 
‘adopted by sub:plan will ensure flow of bena- 
fits (0 the tribals and in tho procass will also 
beak the barrier in progress. It is hoped that 
Gonds would soon spprecisto_ plan programmes 
1nd avail opportunities provided to them, 
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The Santals A glimpse into their 
life and activities 


Introductory 
The Sartals, one of tho largest tibes of 
India ae spread over 2 wide area in Bihar, 
‘Orisa, Wost Bengal, Trpur, Assam and alo in 
sngladesh, but the majority of them tive in 
sAgol. This Community hos 
‘attracted. the attention of the Administrators. 
Social Sciontiats and Welfare Workers because 
‘of its distinctive position amongst fellow belt 
fof Easton India. Parhaps P.O. Bodding 
‘was the ploneer who intoduced the Sactals 
‘through "hia writings tothe outed 
World.  Indion anthropologists later on joined to 
{this and many publications ware brought aut on 
differnt aspects of Santal lite. Mention may be 
‘made about the names of P. C. Biswes, N. Dutta 
Majumdar, Martin Orans. VK. Kochat. KK, 
Dutta and many others 


‘Anthropologists ke B.S. Guho, U.N. 
Majumder, §.. Sarkar devoted much thoughts 
‘on the racial characteristics of the ‘Santals and 
aesigned their affinity 10 Proto-Australoid end) 
‘f Pre-Dravidian stock. A metked resomblence 
hhas been noticed with the Vaddas of Srilanka 
‘and the aboriginals of Australia. Mongoloid 
strain has also been noticed among some of 
them. 


Demography 

‘The present population of the Santals 
‘eccounts for mote than three end half milions 
(98,3348) constituting 55 per cont of the tots! 
‘wibal population of India. They ste numerous 
in tha States of Bihar, Orissa, West Bengal and 
‘Tripura where they ate recognivad ss. Scheduled 
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‘Tribes. The State-wise break up of thelr popus 
lation in meso four States as por 1971 Consus 
are 2s follows 


Besides those States thoy ate sso found in 
‘other areas where they are not recognised os 
Scheduled Tribes, hence their pepulation figure 


snot a 


lable from the Census, 


‘it hes aleady beon mentioned that 9:85 
per cent of the total Scheduled Tribe population 
‘of India belong to Santal community. OF the 
total Santal populston (96,33,459) the State of 
Bitar shores 4958 por cont 18,01,304). West 
Benge! 37°90 per cont (13:76 

‘bor cont (4,52,953) and Tripu 
position with 006 per cert (2222). Let us 
‘OW @xamine the position of the Sontaly in 
respect to the total population of the States 
‘where they are recognised as Scheduled Tribes, 
In Biber the Santale constitute 3:20 por oont 
‘of the total population, West Bengal comes next 
with 311 per cent followed by Orissa with 
2.06 per cent and Tripura with 014 per cent 
of the total population. 


holds the lowost 


in West Bengal 54:35 per cent of the total 
‘wibsl population (25,32,969) are Santals, in 
Bihar the corresponding percentage is 3662 
‘of the total tribal population (49,92,767), In 
Orissa itis 883 por cont of the total (60.71,937), 


‘wibals and in Tripura the percentage is 
‘only 049 among the State bal population 
(450,544), 


‘The following chart will be holpful fo get an over view of the demographic situstion of the 


Santal population in four States by their distribution through rural and urban areas, 
States Total (1) Porsons Mi Femates 
Rural (A) 
Urban (U) 
Bihar T 1,301,904 899,664 901,640 
R 1,782,891 879,527 83,064 
u 38.713 22,137 18676 
‘Wost Bengal T 1,376,980 697,385 679,615 
R 1,384,023 605,340 669,483 
u 22.187 12,028 10,132 
ovitso T 452,953 228,741 227212 
R 444,030 221,085 222978 
u 8.923 4,686 4237 
Tepura 1 2,222 1,189 4,038 
R 2,219 1188, 1,033 
u 3 3 
All Combined r 3,638,489 1,823,989 1,809,500 
R 31583,063 4,787,108 1.776,555 
u 69,756 96,851 32.945 


Considering the combined population figuies 
‘ofthe four States it is found that there ato 992 
per thousand males. But for individusl 
‘States there appears a variation. In Bihar and 
‘the fomeles are larger in number than the 
Contary to this the corresponding female 
Population of West Bengal and Tripura ar less 
than the mele population. 


‘The preponderance of rural population over 
urban population is. the common fosture in all 
cases. When all States counted together we 
find 9808 per cent ot the Santal population 
live in rural areas. Tho sama trend is meintained 
for individual States. For Tripura of course the 
urban population is almost absent, thoro. are 
Coniy three malas in urban area, "Of the total 
lrban Santels (68,798), 86 por cont ar in Bihar, 
82 por cont in. West “Bongal and th 

12 per cent in Ones 

proportional high percentage of urban Santels in 
Bihar is duo to impact of industiat complexes 
ovoloped in ond around tbo ar 


Geographical Location 

‘There is a characteristic concentration of this 
population in ceitain sreys of Bih 
West Bongal which appear a8 the hub for thoir 
dispersion to. adjoining aveas. In Bihet they are 
mainly found in Senta! Patgans, Sivghbhum and 
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Meubhum districts, The distiess of Mayurbhoni, 
Balasore end Keonjher of Oris aro also note 
for this population, In West Bengal the districts 
of Pura, Midnapur, Bankura and Birbhum 
fare the arues of major concentrations. The 
‘Santals have boon living in these areas through 
centuries and they have built up a tadition of 
their own which left impression on the neigh- 
‘bouring population. This tradition may be traced 
back to proto 


Language 
‘The Sentall dialect belongs 10 the Austio- 
Asiatic group of Austic” Spoech family, 


‘According to G. A. Grierson the prosent dialect 
Of tho Santals. hi orivad (yom the old 
2 this dialect 

hhas got similarity. with the Mundati speaking 
people because of their common genesis. The 
Sanials In goneral are. bilingual. Besides their 
‘mother tongue they have adopted regional 
lorigvages which are eurent in the habitation, 
they eon speak in Oriya, sin 


is Bengali. This population hos no script of 
its own. There a1@ Santali books written In 
Bengali, Nagri, Oriya and Roman scripts. A 
‘new script has been introduced in recent 
‘years known a Olchik' which hss an influence 
‘of Oriya script, 


Historical Background 


‘The Santals are very concious about thelr 
Identity and heritage. They have consciously or 
unconsciously built up 9 sense of solidarity 
famangst themselves. Their internal. solidarity 18 
Often based on their principle of likeness that is 
' shared cultural charactritic which binds. them 
{ogether. Cortain oxternal forces simultaneously 
have posed a throat 10 thoir existence which 
Created internal solidarity amongst themselves, 
‘These forees are often reforrod to as “Dikus’ 
‘The money lenders contractors, politcal infiltrators 
land such other exploiters are grouped in this 
Ccatogory. There 18 a myth of thoir orioin which 
Is widely accepted by the mombors of tho 
‘community. Tho essontial features of this myth 
@ also shared by tho Mundas, Hos and other 
nbouring i808 whieh ol8o help in tho forma 
tion of & rogional solidarity. There is a. closo 
linguistic ralation with the Santals, Hos, Mundas 
‘and Bhumijas which contributes to this solidarity. 


ro two events inthe history of tho 
Santas of particular impartanco-—-(/) the estab 
mont. of. a. Santal colony in Damin--koh ond 
(Wi) Santa insurrection of 1885, 


Tho Santalssottlod In tho district around 
Dumka, th® presont Headquorter® of Santa 
Parganas in tho tater part of 18th Contury and 
beginning of 19th Century (17901810), The 
hill tract of Rajmahal ios fifoon miles north of 
Dumka, Tho Mol Pahariae ond tho Saurio 
Pahariaw wero the first recoded inhabitants of this 
tagion, On the recommendation of tho then 


n 
werved for tho Paharia paople and 


tract was 
‘about 600 Sq, miles at tho foot, of tho hill wero 


who camo fom the district 


‘of Birbhum. This colony plays an_ important 
fole in the history of tho Santals. It beeam 
place of self preservation at the time of 


disintegration and ruin 


With the passage of time the Santals in 
Damin-I-koh faced soveral adversities at tho 
hhand® of the moncy-londors, traders. and con- 


tractors, Thoir grievances could not get jus 
from the Government officials. This disquieting 
festure ultimately turned into revolt. The 


tebelion started in June 1865. under the leader- 
ship of four brothers Sidu, Kanu, Chandu and 
Bhairab from Parheit valley in the very heart of 
the Damin-i-Koh. After sporadic incidents the 
rebellion was quelled down by the administration 
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in tho beginning of 1886. It is said that some 
ten thousand Santals lost. their ives during. that 
Confrontation with the sepoys. But this incident 
brought about a change in the outlook of th 
‘administration which followed certain adiminisra 
tive reforms, A soparate district namod a8 Santal 
Parganas wat established, Upto 1911 it was 
tundor Bengal, but at present belongs to Bihar 
‘Stato, Since the formation of this district it hos 
become tho core of tho Santal tradition. and 
activities, It was recognised 28 a non-rogulated 
istrict under the control of a Deputy Commi 
ssionor with four assistants under him, they were 
vosted with civil as well as criminal powers, Tho 
Santals of this particular district enjoyed special 
legialaive protection, The Santal Parganas Land 
‘Somloment was Inyroduced in 1873 whereaftr tho 
problom of land was stabilise, 


Migration 

Somo scholars traced. out of migration and 
settlement of tho Santal community. in thoir 
‘rosont habitats through successive protohistoric 
‘ind historic era ond tink up thoir traditional 
‘homeland to Central India (well known Dendako 
tonya area). Lotor on they camo down to 
tho oastorn flank of Dandakoranya (at present 
administratively demarcated. in Bihar and Orissa 
States), They wore a people of nomadic habit 
who wandered from place 1 place with a 
tondoncy 10 move towards east. What is certain 
‘is that thoy settled within histori times in. tho 
CChotanagpur platy and in tho adjoining districts 
‘of Midnapore and Singhbhum, and moved 
towards north at tho close of the 18th century 

home in. Santal Parganos, From 
ind them mentioned in Government 
Papers, news papers and other publications. The 
pull factor behind thls migration centred round 
(i) Jungle clearing for permanent. setiomont, 
ii) demand for manual labour foree for mining 
‘and quarrying. (i?) for engoping them in indigo 
and toa plantations and other alli i 
‘and finaly, (iv) demend tor agricultural labour 
force. A good number of thom were also 
‘engaged in railway construction 


In Weet Bengal tho Santals have 2 good deat 
(of historical tradition in the eiticts of Midnapore, 
Prulio, Bankura and Malda. Their entry and 
settlement In those areas may be traced back to 
two hundred years or more. With the growth of 
collieries in western part of Burdwan the Santals 
migrated there. 9s. colliery labourers. However, 
they donot tive in those collieries but livo in 


‘djacont villages where they mada their permanent 
settlement, Ia dus course some of thelr members 
‘also became cultivators andor eariculta 
labourers. There is a general migration of these 
‘Population in interior villages during agricultural 
‘season. In addition to the Santals ofthe district 
‘seit tha labour hands of this community are 
‘also brought from Midnapore end Bankura 

ret3 98 seasanal_ migrants. There are parti- 
police-sutions in Burdwan district 
(Ansoram, Galsi, Bhater, Moma, Raina. Jamsipur, 
Kalina, Manteswar, etc.) where heavy influx of 
this migrant population take place each yee" In 
this process some families get themse'ves porma- 
‘any settled in the adjoining areas. 


In and around Jnargram Police Station of 
Midnapore district they came by two waye—one 
branch cams there fiom the north (Santal 
Parganas) and the other group came trom South- 
Wast that is Mayurbhan} area of Orissa. 


Alter the Santal insurrection of 1855 a good 
‘number of them migrated to Hazaribegh ond 
‘crossed over Rejmehal Hille to enter Birbhum and 
others went 10 Murshidabed and Maida disvicte 


‘Those who went to North Bengal and Assam 
0 work a3 tes plantation labourers after cersio 
period settied down in tho neighboumoods to 
{develop permanent settlemants, In North Bengal 
the Police-Stations of Naxslberi and Kheviosti 
scquaired distinctions in the history of recent 
easan movements due to the pertcipation of 
Santal sates. 


‘Seasonal Migration 


Seasonal migration plays a dominant role in the 
‘socio—economic lite of Santas. Lancless Santal 
labourers from westem —Midnapore, - Bankuta, 
Purulia and from some parts of Santal Parganas 
‘of Bihar and Meyurbhanj area of Orissa coms 1. 
‘Murshidebad. Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah 
dlisticts of West Bengal to work in the ag:i- 


dable workers and find 1 
‘the non-tribals. of ‘the district. This migration Is 
‘reating disharmony in their socil life bots in 
their vilage of crigin os wall a8 in the place of 

mn. Inthe place of migration they 
‘Of detachment where ceremonies, 
t., are not observed, certain social 
norms are aiso devalued. Simoltaneously theit 
{amily in villages suffers 9 temporary ‘beck’ 
‘owing to absonce of certain working members. 
‘This temporary disorganisation invites some sort 


‘Of deficiency in the functioning of the family. 
In addition, the contractors. sometimes reorut 
‘ble workers from younger generation for 
‘working in the industrial centres. This creates 
2 vaccum in the village life, Those migrating 
with the contractors acquire various types of 
Vices which results in to Maladjustment after 
their return to the respective villages. 


‘This seasons! migration also brings some 
better things in tibat's life. This migration 
‘appears 10 have curbed the boundaries of 
‘separatism between the Sontals and rural 
Deasantry, Because they work in close economic 
talationship 10 a considerable extent. This 
‘migration has also helped 10 refresh and 
reinvigorate their distinctive cultural trite ond 
retain their identity in spite of smal! numbers 
inthe districts 28 the Sante! labourers ean come 
jn clove contact with those of tho Sartals 
of Sental Pargenss 


Now Settiers 


Though not out of context a few major 
festures of the colliery labourers, industrial 
labouress and tes garden labourers ere worth 
‘toting. In Burdwan district @ good number of 
‘Santals eve gradually setled down within the 
last tree oF four generation in connection with 
colliery work. They do not however live in the 
Collieres but in villages adjacent to the colliery. 
‘These people practise side by side agriculture 
‘so in their own land or in others’ land a8 
‘Seare-croppers. Thus they 0 not have totally 
Jost their agricultural moorings. In tho Chita- 
‘anjan Locomctive Woskshop, Hindusthen Cable 
Factory and in Durgepur Steel Project some of 
the Sentals work as unskilled labourers, They 
do have attachment towards agriculture which 
reaults fo heavy absorteeism during agricultural 
season. Tea Industry is en agro-based industry, 
‘many of the Santals who have once worked 
‘as tea garden lebourers now have built up 
permanent villages. 


‘The Santsls call. themselves “Hor Hopon' or 
‘sons of Man’. Thay fe a community with 
distinctive sovia! ond religious characteristics, 
Two major terttorat groups are recognised 
‘among the Sentals—the Santals of Santal 
Parganas and adjoicing regions, north of the 
Damoder river and the Sentals of southem 
fringe ot Biber. nonhem fringe of Orisa and 
South-western fringe of West Bengol ving 
‘south of the river Damodar. The northem 
Sentals are called by southerners 96 “Dumka 


Hor’ (that iS the people of Dumka, = town 
in Santal Parganas of Bihar). The southerners 
fare called by the norhemers 9s “Bug Hor 
(People who donot use chaste form of 
language). These two groups have dialectical 
and certain socio-cultural differences. 


Educational Institutions 

‘The Santals had their tradhional inssttions 
‘through which members of the society were 
‘made acquainted with their cultural heritage 
‘Those institutions wore run in the line of Guru 
Schools. Music. tongs ond dances wore the 
forms of teachings. In former times every 
‘lan had its Guru Schoo! headed by an old 
person who hed intimate knowledge of the 
‘myths, legends ond customs of the people 


In the Pre-Independence era due 10 the 
activites of different Christian Missions the 
tale were brought under the impact of 
modern education. But his influence was felt 
maicly by the Chvstian section of thet commu- 
nity. Aer Independence vigorous step wos 
takan by the States as wll as the Contre 10 
Propagate education among this population. 
The programmes included the seiting up ot 
‘educational institutions and extending various 
fecilties which need no elaboration here. 


Let us now examine the hteracy position of 
‘the concetnad population. The percentage of 
literate and educated parsons forthe total Dopula~ 
tion in Bihar is 1894 against 11-64 of the Sche- 
‘duled Tribe population and 71 percent of the 
Santal population, This gradual decreasing trend 
fof educated persons from State level to tibel 
population and coming down to the Sentals to 


‘~ 


the least ig maintained in the case of other thres 


Percontage of literate and 


‘State 
educated persons 

Total ——Tiibal—_-Santay 

Population population population 
Binor 19981164781 
West Bengal 3320 ee2 793 
908 
909 


‘The Santas, though a dominant tribal popula 
tion in Eestern India but in the field of education 
‘their achievement is very low in comparision with 
Mongoloid end other emell tribal groups. The 
following chart presents 8 comparative picture of 
Iitereey amongst the Sentals indifferent States 
‘of Easter India. Of the total Santols ree'ding in 
2 four States, only 785 per cent are. titrate 
‘and educsted, tha percentage of mele iterates 
being 1317 and females 203, If this be token 
‘38 baseline of progress then we find thet Bihar, 
‘with largest umbet of Santals is the only Stato 
{which could not achiove postion higher then the 
fine of progress. in respect of tctal, ms 
Iitereey. A conttary scene is obsorved in case of 
‘West Bengal where the achievement is more then 
‘the line of progress in avery respect. In case of 
female literacy only Orissa could not puts mark 
‘above the line; the same is the case with 
Tripura. 


Si. State Total Ms Femele Literate and educated persons 

No. ‘otal 
We PE. 

1 Biher ,. 1,801,308 899,664 901,640 195,280 751 117.188 1302 18,122 201 

4,376,980 697,965 679,615 109,241 793 95,283 1268 13,97 205 

452.953 225741 277.212 41,054 908 36490 1614 4,626 166 

22m © 1,189 1083202 909 180 1598 12-116 

Total .. 3693459 1,823,959 1,808500 285777 7-86 249,061 1911 96,736 


‘The above discussion underlines two major 
factors—(|) the Sental being the most numarous 
amongst the Wwibals of Eastsin India, could not 
pass the line of achievament of the respectve 
area and (i) amongst the Santels thomselves the 
dovelopment could not follow = uni 
In all the States. Surprisingly, in 
‘they cover more than fifty per cent of thelr 
population and whore the Christian Missionary 
actwvitos lasted for a longer reriod there the 
Performance speared with 9 poor show. 


‘The percentage of actush students to the 
expected students is far Below the mark in 
teapect of Primary and Secondary eduction. A 
smplesurvey conducted in the State of West- 
Bengal has revealed that litte bolow 80 percent 
ff the students do not take admission inthe 
Secondary stage after complotion of Primary 
education. Tho roll strength in. the Secondary 
‘stage algo tapers at the highar level due to 
wastage and. stagnation to the extent of thirty to 
forty Percent, Those few who proceed for Post- 
Matric. education get thomsalves admitted in. the 
‘Arts or Commerce stveam. That isthe resson 
‘why we do not find them in the professional field 
Most of thom get in white colar jobs. Due to 
their poor schievernents in the field of education 
diversification of occupation has. not taken place 
to the desired extent 


Occupational pattorn 


‘The Santals were formerly engaged in collec~ 
tion of forest produce, hunting. fishing and culti- 
‘vation on hill slopes. Their main trading eratt wos 
“extraction of oll and manufacture of lime. At present 
‘they are mostly engaged in cultivation, But mainly 
Inthe capacity of share-croppars, agricultural 
Jabourers and small formors. In earlier days 
corn was their staple food but gradually 


‘toa Industry in 1860-708 in North Bengal and 
‘Aasam many Santals were employed as labourers. 
‘Many of them wore engaged in the construction 


of railways, A good number of thom were 
broupht for colliery work although they remained 
‘unskilled laboutors. Many of them sre found 
jn the Police and militry service and some of 
them are siso engaged in teaching profession 
‘A very insigoificant percentage is engaged in 
services In diffrent offices. Though st present 
‘many of them depend on land end became 
sorted agriculturists but in methods and in use of 
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implements they have not yet reached the level 
‘of other neighbouring non-tibals, 


Dats available in our hand do not permit us 
10 99 into the details of anticipation of ‘workers 
in different industrial categories for e8ch State 
separstely. BY considering tho situation 
pravaling in West Beng:! we may, presume that 
‘more ot less similar things ato happening in 
other States, 


ln West Bengs! 3848 per cent of the Santel 
population are workers (529391) as per 
1871 Census. Of the tote! workers, sbout 
90 per Cent are engaged in Agricultural secter, 
Cukivetors 3374 per com (178627) and 
Agricultural Laboure s 55°70 por cent (294864) 
‘Thus Is soen that more than half of the working 
population eke out their existence as labourers, 
(OF the remeining 10 per cent of workers about 
1B per cent are engaged in “Livestock. Forest, 
Fishing and Plantation” ("17.845=37 por cent) 
‘and “Mining and querrying” (74,621—=1'41 
er cont). Of tho rest. 243 per cent (12,880) 
‘re engaged in “other services”. Tho residual 
335 per cent are shored by five caiegories of 
Household Industry (3,685=0°6). other than 
Household Industry (6,441=1 22), Construc- 
tion (1.249023), Trade and Commerce 
(2.573=049) and Transport, Storage and 
‘Communcation (8,795:=072). 


The emergence of agricultural lebourers to 
larger propotion has been caused dye 10 
transformation of land owining cultivator to 
landless condition ina progressive way. AS 
‘becouse the community as such was lacst 
‘subjected to technical know-how of other 
rhon-agrcultural sectors, $0 the diversification and 
‘occupations! mobility were reetricted to 2 great 
‘extent which ultimately curbed down their 
pptticiation in gainful occupations. A sample 
Survey was conducted ina number of villages in 
‘West Bangal to ascertain the occupotional change 
through generations. The findings revealed that 

‘randlathers) generation most of them were 
cultivators while agriculural labourers were few 
Jn number. In fathers’ generation the proportion 
of cultvetors reduced snd simulteneouely there 
‘was an increase in lebourers, in ego's generation 
Jarcultural tabourers became most numerous 
‘and the cultivators wero reduced to minority 
Even in the cases of cultvators the por family. 
land holding became only 1°50 acres. 


‘Ownership and land use problems 

‘Thove who cultivate their own land possess 
holding sizas_mostly (90%) within 9 range of 
threo acres. ‘Those lands are again ogmented 
fand in most of tho cases those are upland 
Blscaus of this situation rain water is. desined 
‘out and storage facilities ate nogligiblo. As tho 
cultivation daponds on rain-fod water and. Iriga 
ational facilities are practically nil the crop out 
turn js poot. Monocropping_(rice-culivation) 
the goneral prectioe. Becouss of tho unfortio 
nature of land and non-adoption of Improved 
practices to the desired oxtent they cannot got 
{ullast uso of thoir land. All thoso timitations hava 
kept thom away for geting into. commercial cro~ 
ping by raising of jute, potato and othor vege- 
tables. The wheat area in West Bongal is boca: 
‘ming oxtonded gradually but the Santals have 
‘ot Yet taken to this cultivation in a significant 
way. 


Social structure 

The Santal tradition relates that the fist 
fhuman couple Pilchu Haram and Pichu Bur 
divided them into. twelve ancestral clans one of, 
‘which has been lost, These clans ara_totemie in 
hsture and exogemic in character. These aro 
turthor sub-divided into sub-clans. Tho names 
cf the clans aro: Haslak, Murmu, Kisku, Hom- 
‘brom, Soren, Mandl, Tudu, Baske, Bosra, Peuria, 
Coral’ and Bedes. The first eleven clans oxist 
today excepting the lest clan. Violation of tribal 
fendogamy and clan exogamy aro greatest offen- 
es, Thoto who disobay this rule ore expelled 
‘om Sental Society, This is tho highest social 
unishmont in Santal Society. Those who break 
‘lan exogamy s1@ sometimes re-admitted in the 
society but those breaking tribal endogemy aro 
rot pstdoned and dealt with before the Hunt 
Council, Previously the orthodox punishment 
known os “Bit fafa’ was preribed but thisoccurs 
rarely at present. 


Now-a-duys three types of familios, are geno 
rally visible amongst the Sontals (1) nuclear 
family comprising husband, wite and unmarried 
childron and occupies a single nuctoar household 
(2) Pyramidal family—Famllies of this type aro 
Generally small extended families of procreation 
‘of only one individual in the soniar generation 
bbut at lesst_two individuals In tho noxt go 

‘lon, (3) extended family This type of family wos. 
the societal norm of the past but the incidence 
‘of such family at present is very limited, This type 
of family generally comprises the families of proc- 


ration of at loast two siblings at cousins in each 
of at lonst two adjacent gonerations and normally 
‘occupies a single walling by the entre large 
‘extended family, 


The Santals aro a Pavietchal people end 
follow patina! descent. They have both con~ 
sanguinoaf as woll as affinalrolatives. Ther kinx 
ship terminologies are mainly of clessificatory 
type. Side by sido, doscriptive terms aro iso 
ound, For example, the terms for father's brother 
‘are tha samo, the only dlifference boing marked 
by the addition of descriptive words kw Gongo 
(older) oF Hopen (younger): so also tho terms 
{or fathor's brother's wife and of the mother 
the samo, only modified by addition of deserpty 
terms, younger or eld. 


Fathor 


‘Anum Now slvo Bebe 
Gongo Apwn (EIcer) 
Hopen Apum (Younger) 
Ayo 


Father's brother. 


Mother 


Father's brother's wie... Gongo Ayo (elder) 


Hopen Ayo (younger) 


The strong community fellowship feeling of 
the Santal is demonstrated in the few very 
important and crucial stages In the life of the 
individuel. These are marked by the perfor- 
‘mance of certain rites in which the whole village 
population participate. Some of these aro 
Jenam Chatiar ceremonial cleaning after bith 
Checho Chutisr. ceremony performed for giving 
full social rights Bepla or matiage ceremony, 
‘death and funeral ceremony. 


Through the ‘Janam Chat’ a Santal child 
becomes one of the family but he has no. social 
fight. Thoso are givon through. ‘Chacho Cha 
‘hon the child ls four to twolve years old. This 
rite ($ not parformed for the familes 96 they are 
ot considered full fledged mombers of ‘Santal 
society 


‘Bople’ is tho term gonorally used for marrioga 
by tho Santals, Adult mariage is tho. norm. 
‘Tho essontial features of mariago are Sindur can 
‘and eorving marriage feast hereafter tho wite 
asses into hor husband!’ family, 


Inheritance 


‘At ptosont in Santal socioty the sons genorally 
Inherit tha properly of the father in equal shares. 
‘A daughter gonetally doos not got any share. of 
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his father’s property. When a Santal has no son 
‘but only a daughter, then the daughter inherits 
‘the self aequired property of his father in some 
cases. A daughtar is generally maintained by 
his father or brother til har mariage. They also 
‘bear al marriage expenses. lf a man dios without 
‘sons or daughtrs, the widow 
one 

loth, and rotums to her paront’s house, unless, 
‘a8 sometimes happen she is kept by her 
hhusband'® younger brother 

ns Keeps all the Property inher posse- 
‘sion, the grand father and uncle seeing that sho 
‘does ‘not waste it. If the widow  remarries 
before the sons are martind the Grand father and 
luneles take possession ofall the properties; the 
‘mother has no right to get anything. but ‘some 
times 9 calf is given to her aut of kindness. 


However, the widow has the right over the 
roperty which she brings from her father’s house 
‘during marriage. She has absolute right over 
her own camnings and peteonal belongings. 
‘The costomary laws of the Sontals hava not yet 
been codified, Asa consequence of which in 
litigations the fate of the judgment is decided 
Dy the evidence put forwarded by the partios 
oncemed and these often do not laa to flawless 
cisions. Quite often their cases are dealt with 
In accordance with Hindu Succession Act with- 
‘out putting sufficnt weightage to their custo- 
mary lows, 


Political Organisations 

‘The present village or politcal organisation 
of the Sontals is @ vestigial form of the past 
traditional politcal system. In every village 
there aro five officers each with distinct function 
‘assigned to him. The headman is known a# 
Jogmanjhi, who is assisted by a Paramanit. an 
Assistant ‘Paremenit or Jog. Paramanik, Nei? 
the village priest and Gorat. the messenger. 
Now o days inor disputes are genoraly 
decided by the village Panch though te past 
influance on the society. The ‘Manio! Than’ 
‘is tho usual place for communal talks and 
‘Council meatings. Previously, above the village 
Council stood the Pagans’ coune! or outside 
‘ouncit which had its jurisdiction over a number 
of ‘villages. But at present shere aro some: 
horeditery Parganaits and a ‘Oihui’ tor each 
large district which is responsible for calling 
tho Annual hunts and who presides over the 
Lo Bir or Santal “High Court’ on the night, 
which intervenes betwean the two days of 


hucting. This ceremonial hunting is generally 
held in the monch of Apri, This ie. et present 
the highest Council recognised by the Santals. 
All sorts of disputes re placed before the 
Council for getting judgments and these aro 
followed with strict observance of laws 


The modern Panchayati system which hos 
‘been introduced in th village hat put a aallel 
‘mechanisn and in tho feco of it the traditional 
insetute is getting lesser importance day. by de 
With this introduction of Panchayati Raj (Now 
system) an era of friction has byen created 
‘where taditionalam competes with modernity. 
But because of tho official recognition of the 
‘Statutory Panchayat the old systom is fading 
away. In the village level Panchayat thero le 
‘Ro reservation for the twbals, 9s a consequence 
‘of which rights and privileges of the Santals 
are being overshadowed by certain forces of 
‘extemal origin. The dominant political power 
Of the area is gesting infused in the local 
Panchayat Bodies and this creates. an inevitable 
conflict Between the members of the society 
and bringing about mutual distrust amongst 
themselves. 
Social Movements 

‘The Sontsl society hes been subjected to 
‘many social movemants which were of endogenic 
in nature. These movements were all of 
reformist ype. Of those Kharwar_ movement 
‘may be mentioned which persisted for along 
eed. Though basically @ social movement 
it had 2 poltical undertone which played a 
‘reat role in the rebellion of 1855. This Kharwat 
Movement wos led by different — refromist 
leaders of the Santal society. Of them, name 
of Bragrit_may be mentioned who played a 
significant role around 1871. The idea und 
tying this movement wos to omulato some 
Hinds tuals and practices in the life of tho 
Inciveuals. The emphosis was laid upon 
phisical and mental cleanliness and patience 
‘and tolerance in daly life. Charactoistically 
this movement did never get stoop populatty oF 
‘scondance, In the tater part it suffered from 
Ssplis ito diferent sects, Babel, Babul, Sefai 
‘and Samara. Their common binding factor 
‘amined the same. They were the worshippers 
of Ram Chando, tho epic horo Ramchandra. 
‘A section of the Kharwars later on adopted 
Brahmanical or Khattiya idealism and thareby 
adopted Sacred thread. They were Janeodhart 
‘Santals and ultimately this later group formed a 
‘ect of theie own. 


‘These movements have in many ways disturbed 
‘tye social contour of the society and injected 
some sorts of statifications which were not 
known to this society previously. in this wey 
‘the solidarity and cohesivensss of the Santal 
socioty wore disturbed. Very recently a reverse! 
‘tend is noticeable in which the splinter groups 
formed in the past 


Political instruments are Being used to establish 
‘thei lost ident. 


‘of the culvating class to labourers have Deen 
‘caused by a process. of deprivation. They have 


‘bean dispossessed of their assets by alienation 
‘of land and dislodged fiom their traditional 
‘moorings. Because of thelr illiteracy and poor 
feeonome condition they could fot avail of the 
Curent land reform measures and the safeguards 
‘eaainst land transformations could not come 
to thot aid in ite true senso. All these factors 
redually affected the life and thinking of the 
Population. They became conscious about their 
‘deprivation which gave tis to despair and distust 
in their mind bodding writes. “My impression is 
‘that in the heart of a Santal of in tha back of his 
‘mind a fealing of despair and hopelessness is 
1 bo found”. They became suspicious about the 
‘Outside's and lost their confidence in sdmini 
strative machinery This type of situation prevailed 
for a pretty long time and a socio-politeal 
vacuum was created in the Orissa-Bihar-West 
‘Bengal tibal zone. This condition was capitalised 
for political manoeuving and the 30. celled 
‘Naxalite’ Movements gained ground in the 
‘pockats whe:e thoy resida, Those movements got 
their roots among the tibols, more partculaty 
‘among. the Samtals because of the philosophy of 
Ife they nurture. They believe that they are 
here in this world only for a short time, it is 
just like avait to a market. Their life is 30 
transient that it can be compared with water 
ops on the leaves. 


‘The social lite of the Santals hes a strong 
taligious background. Thakur lv is their supreme 
doity whom the Santals regard es 2 good 90d. 
ths creator and preservor and very casually wor 
‘ships Him at the timo of crisis. But they 
boliave in a number of Bonges (Universal Natio 
‘st Bondas, tho House and Clan Bonges, Boundary 
Bongas otc). Many of these Bongas are regularly 
worshipped on community level as well 9 house 
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hold level by the priest end by head of family 
‘with soerfices of birds and animals to get rid 
ff their vengeance. ‘Bonga’ worship is_meiniy 
ons cut et feer and this fear complex 
fengutfed their whole life and sctivities, That 
ls who soma have observed a passive outlock 
‘smong this population andr sense of rejection 
towards lite. 


The Santals have experiorced different socio- 
‘economic changes through several decodes 
‘Santal socley at large because of its integrative 
forces could withstand these changes 10 8 grost 
‘extent. But in cortoin sre08 particularly in the 
field of economy some tort ot maladjustments 
hhave appeared. Special reference may be mado 
toland problems, Because of continuous land. 
transfer end fragmentation of holdings owing 
10 eplit up in the families thore has been a subs 
Tanti change in their economic status. With 
the deersste in holding sizes and losing the 
rights over their ‘and the number of owner cult 
ators has decreased and simultaneously the 
‘proportion of agricultural labourers and share 
‘coppers hes increased. In this disbalanced 
condition all economic evils have played thelr 
role which wlimately created 2 social vecuum. 
‘There hes been increased entanglement 10 inde- 
btedness, rampant exploitation went on through 
fend grabing and ruthless eviction from their 
lands have pauperised them to such an extent 
that their whole economic fabrics have been 
‘shattered. In this frustration end despair external 
‘agencies availed of this opportunity to make 
political inroads in their society. In. certain 
pockets of West Bengal, Bar and Orissa where 
found there started. peasant 


peasant unions wete formed, 
‘of these movements some elemems of violence 
‘were observed which challenged the age old 
futhorty. An objective condition which wos 
‘revaiting in the mental make-up of the society 
helped a fot ia this regord. In. the mind of the 
Santols the glorious stvugole of 1855 led by 
Sidu and Konhu sti persists. They can easily 
Identity theit immediate exploiters who are non 
‘but the descendants of the ‘Dikus' (outsiders). 
These “Dikus’ are instrumental to. bring about 
flots in the erect of Santo! habitations in the 
past and a Sental cannot disassociste his post 
‘experience with the protent situation. All theso 
‘rested # ground for launching peasant move- 
rents in the recent pact and also. at present. 
‘Tha role of the neoliterstes among the uel 


Santals who wore once drop-outs had a sub- 
Stontial influence to fanning out the strug 
‘Theso neoliterates wers 2 dotachment from the 
society and acquired 8 posture of lite but 


10 a great extent thay were moladjusted having 
‘no specific jobs end remaining ida, They were 
infact an. elomont of “third culture’ created in 


tural society by the propagation of moden 
feducstion. itis an element of mixed hues of 
rural traditionalism and urban lism but never 
‘iting with the parental cultural matix, 


Sido by side economic stratification hes arived 
in the Santal society whore a distinct “Babu’ 
element has appeared, heppened because 
‘of getting urban jobs. by those microscopic tow 
‘who could complete their High School education 
fF Under Greduate courses. They maved 10 
turban centres. for tiveliboad and becama parly 
tached from thelr tural fe and formed seciaty 
‘amongst themselves, Their aspirtion and level, 
‘of living ara £0 distinguished from thelr rural 
brethian that In. matt easea they ore unable to 
provide leadership to thelr own folk In villages: 


‘Though Santals are spread over 0 largo tract 
of land within the geographical jurisdiction of 
diffrent States with differant social environment 
1nd undergone varied changes, through historical 
phases havo stil retained thoir solidarity, This 
Wos possible because of thor following common 
‘cultural traditions, common language, boliaf in 
‘common descent through mythe and’ foikloos, 
with same musie dances and. songs, having 
similar world view snd similar idea about 
‘super natural forces. In spite of their own Into> 
‘tative forces thoy have boon exposad to forces 
fof change which ultimately affected thelr 
society 


Due to the impact of modem education thore 
thas boon gradual starsformation in their ete 
Cchoractor with the formation of an educated 
in their sociexy. This educated class who 
‘are mainly in the services are facing various 
types of difcultise. Due to low rate of female 
literacy among them educated msles often f 
‘problems In getting thelr motes from educated 
‘section and thie sometimes lead to maladjustment 
‘They sometimes marry out sido their own soci 
or religious group at the cost of the disliking of 
the community and they suffer from seclusion, 
‘There ate some incidences whore the well gua 
Santas havo left their society 


The educated Santals who 219 living in uiben 
‘109s generally load a secluded life, They conno, 


maintain regular contact with thelr community 
‘man in rural areas and in this process are Gradually 
becoming detached from their \reitional way 
of life. 


In recent yers the educaied Santale are 
fotgenising movements for getting their own 
script (Ol Chiki) recognised officially in West 
Bongal, Ths issv0 remained animated for several 
years and that has erected differen cl 

in the Santel society. Soma fought for regional 
script (Bengal), como favoured Roman script 
‘and they believe thst the adoption of a now 
script would lead to furthar complications in 
future 


‘Ths Santals in goneval suffer from a complex 
‘that thoy are noglected and not recognised by the 
non-trbals, This is acting as a retarding factor 
{or Invigration with greater society. Ths situa~ 


tion provides ample opportunity to those leaders 
{ot exploiting the situation to achieve their ond, 
Because of this they are found 19 o¥gonl 


aitferontiypes of movements on different Tasu0s 
‘rom tims to tims such #8, recognition of » parl- 
‘cular seript, recognition ‘of their language and 
demanding renaming of the streets by tho name 
(of thalr past oro 


Tho populat peasant moveronts that aco boing 
faunched in their areas. mainly By the outside 
‘could not bring ubout adequate economic voli 
(On tho contary these movements disturbed the 
traditional age-old relationship betwoon the 
Santal peasantty and non-Santal land owning 
‘lass. The enomity that wos dormant through 
historical passage suddenly rovivad in dliforent 
ecio-economic fronts. A situation rived 
‘whore mutual cistust sot in. It generatad ethnic 
consciousness which is often misinterproted as 


‘They have thelr own teditional Panch to settle 
soclo-taligious problome, At prosent the authority 
‘of this Instiution has boon curbed down to a 
teat extent and people rely least on the verdict 
‘of the Panch when it govs against thelr intros. 
This affects their soc'al cohesiveness. and leads 
10 conflicts and tension. 


Two most important social evils are their 
‘addiction 10 alcoholic drinks ond practice of 
Witcheraft. It is @ common experience in tribal 
areas that in all socio-rligious activities they 
‘become intoxicated with the taking of liquor both 
‘home brown and putchased which compell thom 
‘Fat with a good share of thelr eaming. 
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ultimately affects thoir economic life, leading to 
Indebtedness and consequently landlossnoss. 


At present there isa tendency to present 
Santali songs and dances to the outside world 
thtough public gatharings, radio, cinema, et, 
‘whore ras! tone and genuine feature often suffer 
from disionion, This afects the trua presentation 
of thar culture_and_ creates a_ problem of loosing 
fn important facet of their heritage 


Witeherat appe 
society, They best 
king advantags of this situation some wicked 
persons willfully vietimise co-vilegers by declaring 
them #8 witehos and establish thelr rights and 
privileges by witch hunting, Adequate stops have 
not yet been adopted to check this belle based 
on falsification 


Potentials and Problems of Development 

‘The disturbing situetion prevailing in tho wibal 
‘areas can be Improved by adopting 1 rational 
approach to land use problem. In Wast Bengal 
ator the introduction of Land Roforms Act tho 
surplus land wore vested to the Government, 
‘Though a progremme has boon adopted to redla- 
‘tribute those. lands fo the tribels on priority basis 
bout tho work inthis dvection has 80 far_beon in 
slow pace, In order to aval ofthe fullest bonofit 
‘the land distribution process should be expedited, 


But the surplus land which aro available in tho 
Stato cannot meet up the total requlremont and 
the sizo and frogmentation of the land diatibuted 
‘pose enother problem. The screago that would 
bb available to a family cannot be on economic 
Unit Unless jt is utléad in all rasoutoes, Frag: 
‘mentation of plots further stands on the way of 
ticiant management. Hence, emphasis should 
bbe laid on the planning of land utilisation by 
fadhating stctly to follow-up programmes such o& 
land reclemations, restoring to original vegetations 
Which existed previously, extending ligational 
facilities and helping the farmers in their in-put 
cepacity. Tespite all these the quantity of land 
that would bo available in tribal fess cannot 
satlaty the economic need of the concsimed popu- 
tion. Alemativo resources are therefore to be 
found out and utilised, Oil press wos previously 
present in Santal villages, but this i rrely 40 be 
found nov-8-days. This placement of ‘the 
traditional craft wae caused by introducing 
exported edible oils which discouraged lace! 
‘rowers to ras oll soeds. As a consequence of 
It the poor tribals are to buy edible oll (Mustard, 
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Rapeseeds, etc.) from the groco's shop_ which in 
mast cases is of sub-standard type. Hence, by 
Introducing oil seed cultivation in tribal areas and 
Installing ol! 

can be met patil. it not fully 
‘example how mobilizticn of economic 
can bo made in Santal vllages. Introducing 
sugar-cane cultivation among those tribal farmers 
‘and extending focilty for extracting cane-jvice 
‘and makirg of gur (Molasses) will be another 
Proposition to this affect. There aro very few 
farmo's among the Santals who cultvats_ suger- 
‘cane in thei fields, oven in those fow cases tho 
strain which they use ere of inferior “quality and 
often suffer from diseases, These should bo 
replaced by improved variaty 


‘Tho term ‘Social Forestry’ which has 80 loudly 
been taed now-a-days, made litte headway in 
Sental villages. Intensive drive. should be mado 
to populariso plantation of certain species tke 
Lemon, Papya, Drum Stick, etc, It may be intra= 
Sting to note that a pair of lemon is sold in cities 
‘and towns at a price almost equal to that of a 
forenge. Drum aiok and Papya aro becoming 
deste in urban areas. So, oll these plantations 
will help the tnbals for their economic betterment 
This venture has very. lite isk In it, If marketing 
potentiality is properly utilised. 


Tho Santals have their own herbal_mocicine 
im. Thore ate herb doctors and medicine-mven 
‘who can identity local roo, leaves, stems, seeds 
‘and fruits of various spocies of plants end prescribe 
‘those for spocitic ailments. Now-o-days. because 
‘of disuse of the traditional methods. many of the 
plant species have been forgotten. Thera remoins 
‘ample scope to find out these species and to test 
thor efficacy in treatment. Like mary othor oriental 
herbs which ean bo usod for modern laboratory for 
‘reparation of medicines those species found in 
tribal areas cpr be utilised for commercial purpose. 
|i this regard rowing of herbal plants ean be 
encouraged among the Santals. Many of the herbal 
plants are being used os basic raw materials for 
‘drug laboratories. Cultivation of these medicinal 
plants has got commorcal potentiality 


There is dearth of supply in Kerosene Oi 
fa rural areas, iis spiraling price is alco. affecting 
the consumers. The tribal buyers aie thus hard 
hit by tis price rise. In this regard @ substitute 
for Kerosene Oil can be prescribed which will 
reliave the prosont crisis. Plantation of cestor 
ln and around homestead may be suggested 
Oil extracted trom the seeds can be used for 
hhame consumption for lighting lamps. 


Consumption of fus!_ in households has 
become an every day problem in rural arees. 
Somo sort of substitute from local resources 
fare to be found out so that tibals may be 
directly bonetted from it 


Due to the absence of storing facilities 
of green vogetebes farmers are to. sell out their 
produce at @ low price to the middlemen, Those 
products 270 often brought to the urban centres 
Inralaved mechanism which ultimatoly attibute 
to tho artical pica rise for. which the ulimate 
buyers are to pay exorbitant prices. In. this 
mechanism both the real growors and buyers 
become looser. This may be checked to a 
considerable extent by Intvoducing food 
preservation and processing units in tribal areas. 
‘This wil provide lustico at both the onds 


Scientitic poultry keeping should bo 
encouraged. In this regard keeping of fowls 
will bo beneficial to them. Collecting contres 
{for e998 should bo within easy roach of tho 
‘wibals.. There is over increasing demand for 
‘0998 In urban Industial areas, SO. it tho 
marketing machinery is established this may 
‘encourage the villages 

Contextually it may bo mentioned here that 
In West Bengot there has been proctically no 
onecela ‘dhckary. In. tide ween. there. are 
sill ponds and such other water resources 
whore duckery can be established, Tho real 
problem whieh ie 19 bo counted inthis. rogard 


{or setting up. poultty and duckery ‘ies in. the 
‘supply of food, This food can be procured. and 
bby proper research focal based materiale. should 


bbe utlised for preparation of compound food, 


In addition, some small-sealo_industioe 
should be developed in oleeted tribal pockets 
where articles for peoples, consumption may be 
manufactured (cultery, plostic/polthene goods 
wooden toys and other wood materials, 
packaging matarials, ete). 


‘A fow suggestions have been made above 
bby looking into. the economic potentiality of 
‘the tt ‘Some of the suggosted moasures 
ate not altogether unknown to the tibals. But 
‘tho steps that will havo to be takan is to 
Intensity the extension work and giving primary 
‘economic support t0 tho tribal. Thore are a 
tow proposals which are quite new to the tribals 
‘and for that purpose training. Is ossentially 
tequited for engaging tho tzined personnel in 
workshops. A few workshops are to be 
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esteblished in. tribal 


sas. IN all cases tho 
‘marketing machinery is. to be fully equipped. 
All these activities of Investment / traning, 
marketing. ote, require institutional Patronage 
{and the same may be entrusted with the LAMPS 
(Large sized Multipurpose Co-operative Societies) 
now being operated in nbal areas, 


In the past the Santeis used to lead a 
corporate life and felt secured In that system, 
But duo 10 contain external forces the Santals 
lost that corporate life and became individualistic 


‘and a sense of insecurity emerged, This is tho 
reason why thoy are not able to make any naw 
‘economic venture in thelr individual capaci. 


‘The Inck of competitiveness did not favour them 
In the development of entropreneurship among 
‘them, On the other hand those few educated 
amongst thom who are employed in different 
typos of services. achieved that aspiration. level 
which donot fit into their vaditional value 
system. In other word it may bo stated that 
‘two contiry forces are playing part simul- 
taneously in Santel—Jifo one is low achieving 
‘motivation and high aspiration level. Hitherts 
the traditional. Santal soeiety was more of leas 
homogenous in nature and maintained tranquility. 
With the introduction of now social value system, 
the soclety suffered from several contradictions 
which dictated thom, 


ur foremost thinking about the development 
‘of tho Santols should be Iaid upon thelr past 
‘roditlon from which the future prospect would 
‘emerge, Ropid.industalisation will inno way 
help thelr econom society. They havo, 
‘boon employed as labourers only and industial 

ctor is one of them. This only help to 
exploit the labour potontiality of society but 
Could not generate economic power for whol 
some development in a sustained way. This 
‘mechanism has largely failed to instil gocial 
socurity. Because of this. follure the Santal 
society a8 9 whole is suffering from several 
drawbacks. Here it is not proposed. to exclude 
the employment of tho Santals. in industrial 
foctor but in doing so itis to Be token into 
faccount that on the one hand the Industy gots 
the help of the Santal labour for its growth 
tnd on the other hand. ther® should be a feod- 
‘back provess which wil bonefit the Santas too. 
‘So, there should ba compulsion on. industries 
10 look into. the welfare of the tribals so that 
‘the measures in this line parculate at the vilago 
level. As for example, the Santals living in 
Industrial areas in no time acquire a charactorstic 


uuban buyer, His consumption habit is 
‘iso chenged. Ho becomes accustomed to 
‘taking sugat, uses soap for toilet purpose ete. 
After his retuen to village in the off season oF 
Permanently he rotaine those newly acquired 
‘consumer habits which only drains out his 
hard earned monoy. Here tho industrial 
sector can help the villagers, The 
villagers. may be taught cultivation of suga 
ane and extact gur for tholr consumption, 
‘soap manufacturing industries moy be stared 
with in. small-scale, oll press may bo sot up 
{or producing edible oils, These will 
money and in the process of Indu 
‘they will nt lose everything but guin something, 
All those sctvitios are to be financed and 
‘supervieod by the wotlao unite of the Indust 
He these idee are teneated in good spirit. thon 
there will be a healthy relationship betwaon 
the industries end. the Santas. A social justice 
in coal senso will then be brought to the 
villagers. This demands for looking into 
Industralisation in tho new perepective. 


Sanials stil practise cultivation of certain 
rope (Maize, Mile, etc.) of local varity 10 @ 
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‘voy limited extent. For want of encouragement 
‘these are gradually failing In disuse. Instead of 
replacing the said type of cultivation by intro- 
ducing new crops the indigenous cropping 
patorn should be retained by Introducing hybrid 
strain, The lost crafts und vaditionsl sill 
should be rovived by looking into its economic 
prospects. 


While drewing up programmes for development 
{or the tibo tho basic constraint is faced in. tho 
lacking of resource data of the rwspoctive areus 
particularly In the land use and cropping pattern 
and the existing method of land management, 
Due 10 tho lack of these data programmes 
hve been drawn at the macroscopic lvl and 
microscopic planning of the rospective areas 
has hoon neglected. It is encouraging to note 
that some sealitic approach has recently been 
‘adopted to overcome the difficulties. Base line 
surveys ate now being conducted in. tribal Sub- 
Plan, It is expected that with th inflow of basic 
data on various aspects of economy microscopic 
planning will got importance in. the overall plan 


The Lodha and Their life and problem 


Introduction 

‘The Lochas are considered as one of the 
dnotiiog communities of Wost Bengal since tho 
fovocation of tho Criminal Tribos Act in 1982. 
Prior to that, they wore treated ab a Crimin 
Tribe os thoy indulged in frequent crimes and as 
such, were clamped by a vet of rigid penal culos 
‘and rogulations for maintenance of low and ovdor 
by tho Administration. Even now, in tho arcas 
Inhabited by them, all sorts of antisocial acivtios 
‘re gonerally atibuted to them and, In fa 
fof thom aro still Involved in rime and. prodatory 
conduct. This stigma of criminality has made 
them ‘social foletot! which has provented thom 
fall-along to marge with the societiea around, 
Even the¥ ore not classed. in tho some category 
with other tribal oF non-trbal deprossad communi 


ties ofthe area though they share with them tho 
‘same pattem of Ifo of. ‘bolow-subslatonce 
economy’. All their neighbours, including the 


‘other tribal groups hate, avoid and harass thom in 
Various ways. Thus tho Lodhas constitute a 
distinct noglocted unit of population having hyd 
radod problems of lite includ’ng @ great. de 
psveho-emotionsl stress originating from tho 


‘Thove together have resulted into occasional 
interethnic tonsions. and clashes in. the past and 
broke down law and order altogether In. this, rca 
Cceusing much anxiciy and problem to the admin 

stration. Tho feeling of antipathy end distrust 
[revelling against thom among the other neigh: 

pouring castes have created ireconcilablo class 
had and antagonism. AS a result, they wore 
‘withdiawing thomselves into @ narrower shell ond 
‘ring away from the larger socitey around. 


‘Though they have many traits of tribal ife too, 
but these ate in the process of transition now. 
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‘As a matter of fact boing @ problem and affected 
population they would naturally attract special 
Tngorost of tho academicians and anthropoiogists 
‘and provido them an interesting field of study, 


in 1957, howover, the Lothas wore declared 
‘8 ‘Sehduted Tiibo" an the basis of recommenda 
tion by tho Backw ‘4 Clasaos Commission. $0 
Inv any schema. that may be drawn up for the 
Wwolfaro of those backward) ceaple by the St 
special attention has to be given 10 their special 
‘end typical problems and. tho plans east accord 
Ing t© thelr needs and implomonted with their 

ticipation and co-operation to obtein optimum 
ule. 


Habitat 

‘Th Wostorn 
uous part of Chotanagpur plateau, It spreads 
‘out along the Western border of Midnapur. where 
‘tho majority of tho Lodhas live. Mayurbban} 
district of Orissa ant Singbhum district of Biber 
fun along the western bordor of tho State of 
West Bengal, Hore in the midest of groves of 
‘mango, Mohua (Madhu latifolia), the dwart Sof 
(Shorea robusta), Asan (Torminolia-tomentoso) 
‘008 on the. wide expanso of rd brittle soil of 
undulating rolling ridges, girdled by a chain of 
stroams and rivalats whieh remain dry in. summer 
‘ond overtiow thelr banks. during the rains, in 
this blissful environment of nature-ife the Lodha 
2 tribal group who are the subject mattor of 
this discussion 


‘The jungle-covered rugged terrain of Bengal 
Bihar-Orista border is now the homeland of the 
Lodhas. In spite of deforestation by felling of 
{tees over the yeots which hes effected their tribal 
‘economy, most of the Lodhas still cling to this 


Over poputation, 
‘the tensions, batt opportunity of employment 


‘ecology and environment intor- 


fowhere with an assured livelihood however 
hhave tempted soma of the Lodhes to miorate 
into more eastward paris of the district where the 
landholding communitios genoraly fece scute 
shortage of sessonal agricultural labour and need 
them, Such migtstion, in course of time, has 
ivided the tribe into two distinct segments, 
Jungle-Ladna and more of tess accultrsted Lodho 
fn the besis of techno-eco system. 


|i the jungle area, the major ethnic group ts 
‘the Santal, Along with them there are Mundo, 
Bhuml, Kora and the Mshato—an aboriginal 
dorivative anda few Orissan castes likey Karan 
(Seribe}, Khandakt (Worrior), Raju (cuitivaing 
Casio), Toll (Ol dealer) ete. In course of time 
‘wien they sefod more or Yess. permanently in the 
fostern region where they migrated as seasonat 
fabourer we find thom living together with tho 
Santal, Munda, Kora, Mahali and Baga (aboriginat 
‘dovivative), Baga, Sadgop (landholding) and the 
Manichya (Jandholding adricultorist) and Brahman 
(orien) casios. A sort of feoble temporary ati 
ulation through eeonomic symbiosis is quite 
lscornable in the regional socio-economic, 
Structure, inthe places whore they have settled 


Historical Background 

‘Tho tim ‘Lodha’ ie detived from *Luodhoka’— 
roaning 8 rapper’ or ‘fowler. There is a and: 
holding caste. in Madhya Prodash (Hiralal_ & 
Russol | 1916) named ‘Lodha’ or ‘Ludhi’—imml= 
‘rants from the United Provinces (Uttar Pradesh) 
{nd originally bolonged to Ludhiane district of 
the Pubjab, But tho present ethnographic dare 
{0 not suppor any relationship of the Lodhas of 
Bengel-Biber-Orlssa rogion end the Lodhas of 
Madhya Pradesh ot Uttar Pradesh. They sbe0k @ 
omupted Bengal. e., Indo-Aryan language droup 
(Deagupta : 1978) 80 far as the phonological end 
Imorphotogicsh structures of Lodha dialect are 
Concemed. This cosy Indicates thet the group 
has been compiotoly assimilated into the regional 
Bengali culture 0 far 2s their language is 
cconcored 


Physial affinities of tho Lodhas reves! 
(Bhowmick : 1956) that they belong to Veddid 
tacial group having more affinity with the wild 
Khari (Roy & Roy : 1937) of Dhaibhum, Malers 
(Garker : 1954) pf Rajmahsl and the Chenchu of 
Krishna batin. Though this indicetes some sort 
of common jungle-lving. _ pre-agricultural 
feconamic background of ll those communities, 
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yet it ie very diffleutt to assees in the present 
Context how far it was possible for this ethnic 
‘aroun to migrate eastward during the proto- 
historial_ period. 


Llodhas asser themsolves. a8 “Savara” a 
‘gentris forest dwaling community mantioned. in 
‘the Puranes and epic literature liks the Ramayana, 
‘Argood number of forest dwelling communities 
in India. also. f901 proud in asserting them 08 
‘Savatse. According to the tradition of ovigin, 
tho Lodhas say that they are the doscendents. of 
King Visnwabasu who once reigned over the 
jungle tract of the Sevara country of Nilachal in 
‘Orissa, This tribal king originally possessea. tho 
Idol of Lord Jogannathe now installed in. tho 
famous tompla at Puri, Onco the king of Purl, 
Indradumns wes ordained in his dream by. Lord 
Jagannath that He wanted to come from his 

id stay ot Puri. Then he sent his 
‘rusted minister—Vidyapati—who was a Brahman 
bby easie 10 tho jungl® to bring tho image of the 
Lord. That astute Brahman vory tacttully entered 
into ‘Nilachal—the Savare Countiy—made love 
with Laita—the endearing and beautiful daughter 
fof the King and through her help came to know 
the actual abode of the Lod. Later on, he 
‘successfully implemented the plan of stoaithily 
{aking way this Image of the Lord. to Puri— 
story of tho process of Brahmanization in his 
trea, His told that the Lodhas since. thon do 
‘not pay respect to tho Brohmn—but in fact they 
‘til do It. This legend has helped the Lodhas 
10 place them in betwoon the tbo-caste 
Continum. Again, the Savarae (including tho 
LLodhas) of this aroa aro divided socially into 
four cstinet groups tike— 


(i) Locha-Viswabasu group, 


ta-Kalokotu oroup, 


Saver 


(1) Chitmar-Vyadts 
a 


(iil) Sapuria-Snake charmer 
Savara group; and 
(W) Paniabhanga-comb-manufacturer Savor 


‘group in the model of Vamnashram. But 
among them. 


From the legendary sources as well 98 from 


other evidences it becomes. very clear thot this 
tribal group eame in contact with the dominating 
Hindu” castes tiem an early. period. Tt 


prolonged interection hat ciccumstantilly made 
them to accept many regional Hind, taits— 
‘accelerating their Hinduizat on. 


Population 

“The Lodhas are disvibuted mainly in Midnapur 
‘and Hoogly districts of West Bengal, Mayurbhanj 
ff Orises and Siognohum of Biher. The 1981 
‘cantus records thelr 10% population 2s. 8,346 in 
West Bengal of whom 6,040 live in Midnzpur 
‘and 2,086 in Hoogly. But in subsequent 
‘census reports separate enumeration of the ibe 

8 been omitted. The authorities for the 
purpose of enumeration mixed up the Lodnas 
with tha Kharia/Khoria since 1961, As a resuit, 
‘we get a total population of 45,096 in 1971 
‘census. But sccording 10 the estimate of the 
present writer it can De said that total population 
‘of the Lodhss in tho district of Midnapur alone 
‘willbe around 20,000. Police-station wise 
distribution of the Lodhas have been estimated 


‘by the writer in Table I. In Hoogly disvict of 
‘West Bengal it is about 4,000 and in Orissa thelr 
population is around 2,000 and in Bihar it 
below 1,000. It is important to note here that 
she Lodhas living in the district of Hoogly have 
Ro relationship. with the Lodhas living in the 
Bengal-Binar-Orisss eit. Possibly the Lodhas 
‘st Hooghly hed migrated to Hoogly slong. with 
‘other ethnic groups ss migratory agricultural 
labourers and. subsequently they settied there 
‘permanentiy. On enquiry it was found that some 
‘of them went t0 these places to catch snakes and 
lizarés to @arn a living, 


Recording of less population of the Lodha 
‘during 1951 census, is due to the fact thet some 
of them identified themselves as Sovaras. 


Approximate Lodhe poputetion in Midnapur (Police-Station wise) 


Subdivision 
4. dhargram (Jungle areas) 


2. Midnapue (Sadar) by 


TABLE! 
Police-Station Population 
hargram 5.500 
Jamboni 700 
Binpor 800 
Sankait 800 
Gopibatlaypur 500 
Nayagram 2,200 
10,600 
3,000 
. 3200 
500 
800 
1,000 
- 1,000 
9500 
Total 
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“There are a few Lodha concentrated. villeves 
Inthe district, Most of them live slong with 
‘other tibes and castes in the periphery of the 
Villages. The total Lodha families studied by 
the author forg ago (1963) revealed that in. 408 
families, chore ae altogether 1,040 males end $67 
fomales. 


Eaueation 

Lodhas are neither interested nor in @. position 
to avall of the prosent educational faciities. As 
per roport of tho State Government (Des ond 
Munherjee: 1977) 3 percent of Lodhes re 
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considered 3s Iterates, There is only one 
‘Graduate end 4 pecsons who have passed 
Madnyamik (Secondary) standard of whem one 
Te reading ins college, Since 1968 several 
‘Ashram Hoetels” meant for the education of tho 
LLodha children attached to Basic Schools have 
been established of which Bidisa hostels are 
considered st promising. From Bidiea two boys 
fesced ‘Madhyamik Examination  tast year. In 
ech unit of the Ashram Hostel there is provision 
for 20 sears, but at Bicisa in one unit there. are 
‘30 seats. In Ashram tho Lodhe chiidton get 
‘vatious facilities atthe foliowing rate. 


TABLE 2 
hems of expenditure in Arhram Hostel Unit (20 Heads) per yeor 
Fe, Rs. 
1. Meal charge ve Perheed pj. 7000 16,800.00 
2. Mise. (Hair cutting. Kerosene oil, .. Per hed p/m. 008 200/00 
000, etc.) 

3. Spor and Games F 3 100-00 
4, Clothing Per head 40.00 yesrty 80000 
5. Medicine . E 4 100-00 
6. Agricutural training i 20000 
77. Cook (one) ce Pee month 50.00 ‘60000 
8 Helper Per month <= 3000 36000 
9, Hostel Superintendent Pet mont 10000 1,200-00 


‘The Lodha children are basically reluctant to 
attend the schools. This is due to the less 
‘encouragement being given to them by their 
Parents. The Lodha children osm inthe Jungies 
In search of wild. fruits, small games, fishes and 
‘mollyses which they consume. Some time, @ 
‘grown up boy Is employed as cowboy by & 
ase people to look after his cattle at 2 nominal 
‘wage. Naturally the Lodha children are reluctant 
to go 10. schools without any encouragement 
from. outside. Th Tiibal Welfare Department 
provided some Ashram hostels as. stated early 
but there fa no provision for purchase of papers. 
‘books and other things meant for the student) 


© Sama Sovak Sangh (ila) 2 or Bova 1 or ote 
Bedsow Bac Seno! (Stora) —2 fo ore 


‘reading in these schools. Even the Left Front 
‘Ministry of this Stato of West Bengal of which 
the Ministerin-Chetge of Tribe! Welfare isa 
tribe by origin, hss overlooked many problems 
ff the hostels. The Locha children being 
‘Sxuemoly beckword mainly required sympathetic 
‘encouragement end Supervision of diffrent nature 
‘slong with ‘non-formal or Wfe-centiad type of 
‘cdueation. These are ignored by the Department 
ff Tabal Welfare who Is entrusted 10 do. this 
type of work among them and as uch. in most 
fof the Ashram Hostels the authorities faco 
framendous difficulties to run the hostel, So 
results are not satisfactory, Grants are reloasod 


‘othe Sav Some Sangh (Chataabapu)+—t or ber and fort (oped) 
‘hum of fa1.21,000 hn bon sectioned forthe popnse i’ ox at Chukahapal. Buti he net vat bem ted 


eee aS. pr hana tor bending contcton hes een ane 


2 


‘very regularly and always in delay. The Depart- 
‘ment never sanctioned any amount for repsiing 
‘or White-washing of he Ashram hostel bulging 
to create a good environment. Even they do not 
provide money for periodical expenditure incurred 
jn connoction with bosrding, utensils ond equip- 
‘mont necessary for the hostel. In such @ 
‘situation the organisers have to shoulder the 

.ceording to their moans so the work 


Tho Lodha children hove many problems. 
‘A. thorough —Paycho-emotionsl adjustment is 
‘nucossary to make them fit wit the changed 
‘environment and special attention should bo 
‘aivon to. thelr uplift and soclatitatn. The 
LLodha chiléron sometimes {tee from the hostels 
and it is very difficult to being sham beck again. 
‘They noed 10 be mado more disciplined. But any 
dliscilinary mmeesure taken by the Ashram 
‘authority is strongly resented by the local 
‘Guardians, Itis suggested that Ashram Hostel 
has to secommadeto and _meintsin the children 
(78%) per cont coming from distant. villages. 
I has boon found shat the Lodha children ove 
‘onerally in tho habit of removing hostel 
properties including the rugs. utensils, shins, 
Clothing, oc. The local Lochs people, indulge 
In all these criminal ets 


[At Bidies two Balowadi Schools (meent for 
the children belonging to sge group 2—6) have 
been establisned by the West Bengal Counc! 
‘of Criid wore. It has been noticed st_ these 
Bolowadi Schools, which are almost of pre-besie 
‘standard, the children ere being gradually 
‘associated With the social norms and values 
tis expected that thase children willbe able 10 
‘overcome dificuties In future s0 far thelr higher 
‘education is concerned. 


Occupational Pattern 
‘Occupation of the Lodhas varies fiom place 
10 place, it hes boon sxated earier that the 
Lodhos aro evan now in 3 pro-agrcultural stoge 
‘of economy. In the Jungle areas thoy ore 
‘engaged In collection of Jungle products tke 


() Set leaves tor preparing dining plates 
‘tiching thece by thors. 

W) Kendu Waves for preparing. bil or country 
clgar 

(iil) Edible roots and tubers for household 
‘consumption. 


(i) Catching of snake, lizard (Bengal monitor 
or Godhi). The ride is sold for cash 
‘money. Snake catching is a very favourite 
astime of the Lodhas. 


(%) Cetehing tonoise and fish from the paddy 
fields and sited tanks. Most of thes oro 
sold in tho locality and only @ title 
Js consumed by them, 


(¥) Some of thom are engaged by the Forest 
Department for constructing nursery beds 
for plants, et. 


(vit) Earlier most of the jungle Lodhas wore 
‘engaged in tusser cocoon eating, but 
‘now-a-days they cannot do it due to 
Prohibitory Forest Lave. 


(Wi) Otvee Lodhnas collect firewood for fuel and 
‘sell these in the market. 


ln non-forest areas Lodhas are found to be 
‘engaged in road construction snd agricultural 
activities on wage, But very few of them 
Ihave become successful cultivators even after 
continuous encouragement and help from tho 
Government or the voluntary organizations 
Jn charge of the wellsre of this tbe. Even 
land given 10 them have not boen fully cultivated. 
‘These ere either sold out or given to others to 
cultivate and the Lodhas get 1/3rd of the 
output 2s par share-cropping system prevailing 
inthe locality. Through growth-cantres 
‘2.900d number of Lodhas re found to change 
{sir eccupation. (Bhowmisk : 1968) accepting 
‘new profession like weaving, ‘ciloring, carpentry 
‘and mat-making. 


‘Most of the Lodhas are involved in a 
activities like theft, burglar, dacoity, 
‘tc. In this respect they ct in eollasion with 
on-Lodha people. There are 9 good number of 
stolen proberty receivers who encourage them 
ln. anfi-sociel setvtios. Crime records. in the 
Police Department also corroborate the involve- 
ment of tho Lodhos in such anti-social activ 
has. been observed that out of total number 
‘of 1,600 active criminals of this distict, tho 
Lodhes constitute 1/3rd. Total population inthe 
district of Midnoput in 197% ie 66,09,267. This 
indicates the preponderanca of the Lodha criming 
among the offenders. 


Land use and Ownership Pattern 
It has been stated that © good number of 
Lodhas are landless. Only 9 few have cultivable 


land. Those who have land are also not in a 
postion to produce other crops. or vegetables 
‘except. paddy, This is duo to the fact thet thoy 
have 0 bullock oF agricultural implements, 
thas been also observed that they are not 
Serious cultivators. They are so poor that during 
‘the agricultural operations in their own field thoy 
‘cannot maintain themselves on their own 
resources. Naturally the alternative for. them 
is to work 08 day labourer inthe feld of othors 


Very rocontly # fow rehabilitation centres have 
boon started for the Lodhas in which provisions 
‘have boon mado tor purchase of land, supply 
‘of bullocks and good seeds as well os necessary 
‘aricultral implementa, But those projects a 
‘not gating adequate rosponse. In all the cases 
it has. boon bsorved thet a typical hospital 
‘mentality 18 provalling among the Lodhas they 
‘expect everything roadymade. They ate basically 
lazy and dishonest and reluctant to do any hard 
‘work, Tho bullock given to them wore sold 
‘out, even in many places the house-building 
materials, specially wooden planks and tiles, 
corugated iron-sheots, ote, had been sold to 
futsiders for cash or kind. 


For a few yeor specially during and after 
Emergency. 2 good numbor af Khes (Government 
‘vested) lands have boon distributed to the Lochas 
Jneluding other landless people. The Tribal 
Welfare Department of the Government. of 
West Bonga! in some places |s supplying pump 
‘ets, Sonetioning money for reclamation of ‘land 
‘and. purchase of other egrcultural_ implements 
{or the economic rehabilitation of these people 
Jn 9 mote cautious way to ameliorate thoit 
seonomic problems. But the rosult Is. not 
sotatoctov 


Social Organisation 


Family is the smallest sock 
Lodhas. A survey conducted among. them 
ravotlad thet out of 408 families, 278 (6814 
per cent) are of simple or elementary t¥p0 in 
‘which patente and unmaried children tive 
together. Paients with old father or divorced 
davghtor without children represented only. 9 
familie |. ©, 2°2 per cont. Among. tho Lodha 
conjugal infidelity. 's observed. Parents. with 
‘the childron oF previous mariage ore found and 
they topresent 18 families. 6, 441. por 

‘There aro alogether 17 polvaynous 
Which two wives with their respect 
live in a common house. Joint or extended 


unit among the 


Ey 


eer 


type of families are 86 |. ©, 21°08 per cont. 
Hore the old father with some of his. married 
‘20n8 along with their cilldren lives in a common 
house, 


0 far 8s family size is concerned the 408 
families surveyed aro classified as follows: 


TABLE 3 


No. Percentage 


2478 
(i) Medium —— sized 2288588 
{amills having 4—8 
mombors, 
(il) Large sized families 63 544 
havin 1-9 
membe 
(™) Voy lage sed 16 892 
families having 10 
fF mare members 
Totat = 408 = 100 


‘The society of the Lodhas is patriarchate, 
‘Dye to prolonged interaction with the local 
Hindus, they have been greatly influenced by 
the regional Hindu customs 


‘Somotimas the Lodh 


proclaim thelr own 


‘©, Bangali gentlemen whoroas. the 
‘thor tribals are considerod by them as Adibesi 
‘oF aboriginals, Naturally thelr position isin 
berwoon the castes end tho tials, Tho Lodhas 
havea clan orGanisation which is known as 
Gotra. This ia.0 patiineal_ unit. Aman born 
Ina particular Gotva wil comain 80 til he. divs, 
Girls aftor mariage change their clans and they 
fro known by tho clans of thoir husbands, 
‘Attor divoree a woman again reverts to hor 
fathor's clan tlt sho romorias, Table 4 gives 
tho details of clan characteristics 6s well 
<lstibution of familias by clans. Mariage in the 
ym clan ie strictly prohibited. Thera are a few 
raboos and restrictions In respect of food hobit 
‘and other conventional observation in. respect 
‘of some clans 


TaBLE 4 
Distribution of clens (Head of the family hes been considered) 


lan name ‘Totemie objects No. of Percentage 
tomilies 

1, Bhugts, Bhakts —«..-_ Chika Alu, a kind of yam available 120 2041 
the jungie. 

2, Mati (Makar. @ kind of mythological shark or 7% 1911 
‘ses-monster or sabfish. 

3. Koval ‘Moon or grass-hopper * 68 1668 

4, Layok, Lak, Nayek .. Sls (Ophicaphelus marulics) co 1641 

6. Digar Porpoise : a 514 

6, Paramanik s+ Akind of bird names Mani 2 20 495 

7. Dandepat or B39) Bagh or tiger de 10 248 

8, Arl or Ahath Chands-Fish (Ambasisis renga). 19 405 

8. Bhuiya or Bhunia —..Ssl-fieh (Ophicapholus maruliss) 3 04-00 


‘Tye totemic objects are respected ond 
consumes by the clen members even 


constitutes an unavoldable foed lium in Lochs 
sociary. 


‘ut a detailed ansiysis of Lochs cian 
lls differnt story. Most of the Lochas 


Jungle ax 
their parsonal Idenity without mantioning their 
clan names os sumames. A few clan names 
have spacial significance identifying thom wih 
the groater regional setting. These sre 

Dandapet, Nayek or Layek ete 
‘asociating the group with a specitic type of 
‘work oF assignment. 


Martiage by payment of bride-prics le the 
‘enero! rule among the Ledhas. The bridegroom 
hae to pay a sum of Re. 7 (seven only) at the 
time of mrizg2 fo the parents of the bride 
‘long with some clothes for tha bride ond her 
porents. When a gil le marred in the ‘teen age" 
B second mertioge ceremony is performed in 
‘such ceses, The chief conductor of mariag> 
Js termed 26 Somber. No Brahmin priest 
‘rticlpates in Lodha mariage ceremony. 
Mother Earth (Basumati), the God of Righteous- 
ress (Dharam Devata) s1@ sco worshipped at 
the time of wedding. A wadding fesst is 
sven on the day of mavriage to which ell the 
traditional vilage ofiise including the relatives 


‘re invited. Widow remarriage or marriege of 
{8 divorced women is in vogue and thi is known 
8 Songa. tn such mastiage no bride-price is paid. 
Only 2 sum of Rs. 125 prise is given to the 
unidion of the widow or the divoread woman 
by the prospective groom. 

‘Though thoy ate Hindultod 10.8 large extent, 
sill they worship some of their traditional detios 
like the Bsram (village tuielery deity), Chandi, 
‘and Sitala, when animals Uke goat, sheep, cock 
‘ere sacrificed 10 appease them by the village 
priest (Daher) or his assistant (Talia), No 
Brahmin priest is found to parcipate in their 
religious ceremonies. 


Politics! Organization 

“The Lochss have their traditional tibel council 
which is known a: Panchayat or Desh. The 
head of the council is called Mukhie wha in oll 
tribal affairs gives his verdict wich every body 


His main duty isto intimst® the villagers. about 


the particular decisions and directives of the 
Panchayat on village cr community affairs. Ino 
traditional council, personal cisputes of the 
village, and the generel problems of the village 
‘adminisvations including the annual worships 
Sand celebrations ate discussed. The religious 
bead of the community is Known as Deheri and. 


the Assistant priest in known as Talla who 
facrfies the animal. There are alio other 
important parsons in the village ot tribal 
‘council 


‘Aitor tho intraduetion of the Panchayat Ra) in 
‘our State a good number of the Lodhes are being 
{Gradually aocieted with village administrotion. 
‘Afow of thom havo affiliated. thomsalvos with 
‘some political parties ofthe Tocalty and contested 
‘the lost ooetion in. which tho CPI and CPI (MY 
affillated candidates won, Naturally this Gave 
‘them the opportunity of mixing with other 
fections of the people, thus bridging up tho 
fhatus so fong pravaling among these | commun 
ties, Such police! involvements have reared 
‘more tension and fections ina fow villages on 
tho basis of party ideologies, Thus. in many 
feates the village of tlbal solidarity or commune! 
{integrity has beon threatened, 


Social Problems 

‘The probloms of the Lodhas are. strikingly 
diferent from thase of other tribes and castes. 
‘Thay ate commonly stigmatised with the commi- 
stlon of dacoity, burglary, pilferage and theft. 
‘Active Locha criminals constituio one-thid of the 
‘ective criminals in the Midnapur district. This 
Clearly indicates the nature of criminal propen- 
sity oftne Lodhas. There wos no. scientific 
feiempt on the part of the administration to 


‘minded, end what are the 
factors that dragged them to the path of crmi- 
ality. Even after the repeal of the Crimi 
‘Tiibes Act in 1952 and some wolfa attempts on 
‘the part of the Government to improve their 
living condition, the Lodhas have not responded 
fadequatoly, Naturally wo have to probe into. the 
Causes and explaln tho realistic situations more 
Critically and sciontificaly thet have gonoretod 
‘such aversion, 


To do this. we have to go back 200 years 
‘whan tho Ladhas used to live in the jungle with 
their jungle based food gathering, self content 
‘economy. Thy wore not threatened by popula~ 
tion explosion nor the other communities encron~ 
tehad Into. their home lend with a alfforent 
feconiomy, the economy of agriculture, cnvsing 
more crisis by denuding tho forest. At the samo 
time, the ownership of the forest was changed, 
‘The East India Company took the administration 
fof Midnapur ae woll as tho Jungle-Muhal, tho 
habitat of the Lodhss. With this they faved an 
Intriguing situation, 


‘Of course, all ever the world, different groups: 
cf eboriginale are facing some sort of crisis oF 
‘other because of changes in the broader ecological 
fend. socio-cultural systoms, The question of 
Integrating these @roups with tho wid 
community fe now faces the more advanced 
‘and privileged groups of people and administ 
tion in every county. Howover, at that time 
hobody thought of the problems of the Lodhas 
‘ympathaticelly and sciontfcally. When porms 
ont eetloment was introduced in Bengal, tho 
Zamindars oF Kings becamo tho Lord of the 
junglo—tho home of the Lodhas where they used 
to got thoir food, shelter every things. They 
‘wore prevented to enter into the forest oF to uso 
it indisorminately for thole tivetthood. On the 
fothor hand, the agreutural communities like the 
Santas, the Mundes, the Bhumijas, the Mabatos, 
‘Gradually enroachod into the forests and brought 
the lands under cultivation although sny sort of 
fentrance into such forests was declared punisho- 
bie offence by the Administration. 


By a trick of law they were dispossessed of 
their forest abodes and deprived of theit hold 
‘and dependency on tho forest. Thus, the 
feconomicaly displaced Lodhes could not adapt 
{homaeives to the changing situations immediatoly 
‘and some of them began to migrate to different 
Derts ofthe dictrct in search of jobs and empioy- 
ments for survival, The growing needs of the 
expanding families could not be met with a 
hhewer's income, Faced with this compelling 
situation, tho Lodhas had to accept the challenge 
fof survival and resorted to enti-social activtios 
‘88 conveniont means of ivaihoad. 


‘the economic and torttorit displacement 
‘under @ new setting with the impect of scheming 
‘communities all sround. affeeted very seriously 
thelr traditional patterns of economie life, and 
tultimately upset the equilibrium of ‘the whole 
ftocloy. Probably under such eicumstances, 
pilfering, petty thott, iting of articles from tho 
housos ‘of tho neighbours and clandastine sale 
(of jungle produce wore first resorted Individually, 
‘which, in courte of time, developed into grou 
habits. Amidat poverty, unsympathetic attitude 
‘of tho neighboure and stole apathy of tho then 
ruling Government, eiminality cut a deep gorge 
Jno thei saelty io which the poopie had to rol 
down helplessly’. (Bhowmick 1963). 

Mr. Stephen, the then Member of Law and 
Order of Briish India Introduced the Criminal 
Tribes Act in 1871. His remerks in this_connes= 
tion ls very significant, Ha recorded; “Tho 


special feature Of Indie i. the caste system. As 
trade goas by caste, a family of carpenters will 
bbe carpenters, a century or five centuries hence, 
if they last 0 long. Keoping this in mind tt 
meaning of proiessionst criminal is clear. It 
imeang that a tba whose ancastors were criminals 
from. times immemorial, who are themselves 
destined by the usages of caste to commit erimes: 
‘and whoie descondants willbe offenders against 
Jaw until the whole tribe is exterminated or 
accounted for the manner of the Thugs. When 
‘2 man tolls you that ho is an offender against 
law, he hes been £0 from the beginning and will 
be 0 to the end, reform is impossible for itis his 
‘rade, his caste. I may almost say his religion 
|s to commit crime 


‘This viow was also. shared by many Indlans. 
Ultimately the Criminal Tribes Act wos passed 
{for suppression of such crimes and applied all 
‘over British India AS ® result. more than 300 
communities wore dectared as Criminal Tribes. 


Gradualy the Lodhes faced many other socio! 
‘and economic problems with tha march of time 
‘They wire affected very seriously. Their pro- 
bblems were of the following natur 


() “Economic ond toritoral daplacements 
ons of tivelinced which eaused Joos of slt- 
contidence. 


(ii) Boing cot specialized in any profession 
‘they could not fit themselves into the exis: 
ting arester economic structure. 


(ii) Stigma of criminality lowared their sociat 
status and prestige in society. 


(Hv) Subsequent Police oppression, punishment 
{and torture completely loosened their group 
Cohesion and solidarity. 


‘Avrast and confinement in jit. completely 
‘shattered familial bondage and relations, 
Generating atomized or individuatatic 
mentality 


Poverty exposed them to exploitation by 
others and made them surrender to many 
undesivabe situations. 


“ 


w 


(Wil) Being competied to soll the stolen properties 
10 others at a nominal price and thus being 
‘cheated, they came to think that the non- 
edna people are dishonest and tyrannicel. 


‘This made them suspicious end revengefl 
a 


(it) fants reored without care and less afte 
tion from the parents becsme hostile to 
‘others when thoy tained maturity. This 
‘Generated certain peculiar bendings and 
‘angulerities in tholr mind, roterded secialisa- 
ton and made them indisciptined, 


(2) Chronic povery snd low aspiretion level in 
the zeal end enthusiasm ofthese people and 
developed constraints in thelr culture, 
‘making thom lazy and. fothargle. This also 
‘made them unresponsive 10 any sort of 
‘change or innovation. 


Constant police tonure, and torture and 
‘exploitation by the neighbours made them 
‘migreory their homes being less attractive 
to them. Thus they began t0 lose the 
‘sense of belonging. 


‘These made them isolated and recoil into the 
shel! of thei old trations, Also these developed 
Jn them comes timidity end imbuned ther mind 
‘with fear and dictrest. Thus clrcumstanced, she 
Ledhes having no rudimentary education, no 
kil in erat oF arts, no land. in thelr possession 
‘nd no fixed employment—wore compelled t0 live 
below the poverty line and indulged In spurts of 
‘nti-socie! activities whenever runger provoked 
‘them (0 Go ageinst the society and the law of the 
Leer 


oy) 


It fs observed trom the patterns of humen 
living that every group or community hae its own 
intrinsic problems. The problems vary from placo 
10 place and time 10. time on the basis of the 
‘ature of their exposure 10. the externel situations 
‘nd intr-actions. Naturally, to pin-point these 
problems we have to consider the ecology-aree, 
188 Welles their ethnic identity and culture. Tho 
problems of a community having. Pre-edricultual 
Stage of economy, rather very rudimentary agrarian 
‘economy, pose different problems to the admini- 
stations ond the social scientists who are 
interested and engaged in the schomes of deve- 
Jepment ond walfre of the down trodden 
communities. So an omnibus blue-print for 
Wilfare forall the tibs! communities cannot be 
‘made and cannot be applicable in all coses. 


‘Though attempts were made by the Government 
‘along with a few voluntary organisations for the 
‘welfare ofthese communities for sometimes past. 
Yet from experience it can bo seid that these 
hhave sither totally tolled or have not produced 
‘satisfactory results. The basic problems of the 
Ledhss. according to close observation by the 


‘author are the following snd have 10 be solved 
for their proper uplitt:— 


1. Problem people—Besides having the 
‘common acute problams of living, they have a 
bunch of psycho-emotional problems. Chronic 
social negloct by the greater society has dwarfed 
their mind and abilities. Laziness, reluctance to 
{do any hard labour and restlessness have made 
them a typical parasitic stock, Through rehabilita 
tion, they demand and dream of immediate 
solution of all thelr probloms like. the. ‘shock 
‘therapy’. As these are. boyond reality, being 
long-term procass they have become restive. and 
frustated and go on campaigning against the 
organisations oF the Government attempting their 
rehabilitation, So due to this psychological treak, 
these problematic people should have to be 
treated vory carefully. Othorwise they will 
become antagonistle and non-co-operative and 
‘the work of their rehabilitation will become more 
ditiout, 


2. Problem neighbour—Theit neighbours are 
‘also very problematic. A good numbor of tho 
People of the locality have forged clandestine 
‘economic deals. with them ond buy from them 
‘tho stolen ticles at very cheap rates, as also 
‘employ them for agricultural work on. minimum 
‘Thus explolting them in_various way 
ood deal of benefit. But steangely 
‘enough the Lodhas, on the other hand, consider 
this rlationship_as’friondly and dosirable, The 
former group does not want rehabilitation of 
‘the Lodhas as it will daprive thom from making 
‘huge profits by sale of tho stolen goods which 
thoy buy at vory nominal costs, a6. also in that 
aso, they will not get cheap labour by the usual 
tactics. of threatening them of divulging their 
crime and getting thom arrested by the polic, 
Naturally the neighbours who get cheap labour 
{rom them are not at all interested in thelr proper 
rehabilitation ‘the Lodhos that the 
reat Welfare Schemes is on 
attempt to broak thoir tradition and economy 
fand make them subsorvent to the Government, 
0 they become suspious of the we 
‘and the Government which implement 
schemes, Besides'ss only a few people are gating 
the benofit of these schemes, the rest feo! natu- 
rally deprived and discontented and keep apart. 
To got their full co-operation, thorotor, this 


Ise notion has to be dispelled and" the 
rehabilitation schemes should have larger 
coverage. 
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3 Problem Administration—The administration 
sometimes creates more problems either by 
falling to understand the situation in reality or 
to implement the sehemes. meaningfully to cater 
to thelr needs. Even in many cases the basic 
problems are not properly. understood by the 
officials. Most of the Welfare Projects un 
taken s0 far have falled due to such misunder- 
standing. For example, the Stato Government 
spent a sum of 8. 1,23,840:00 for assisting the 
LLodhas of Nerayangarh and Nayagram by giving 
them plough cattle and mud-built residentat 
huts during 1970-71 and 1971-72. ‘This has 
failed due 10 lack of proper planning and. super 
vision, The bullocks and the house. bullding 
materials wore sold out by thom. Similaty, 
‘hough 9 huge sum has been spent for the 
LLodha project, it has also. tuned into a fail 
for the samo reasons. So the administrative 
machinery implementing tho Tribal Wot 
Schemes should be very careful, cautious and 
‘active in future. It has been found that tho local 
authorities regulary send “Utilisation Coniticats’ 
for proper use of the money sanctioned for such 
chores to tho government, But tho benelits 
‘that acrued to the people wore quite nominal 
‘and disproportionate, It indicates. that there 
hhad boon a good deo! ot missPending and bad 
planning. Those lapses hove 10 be guarded 
‘gains, In futuro, 


Major Economic Potentials of the region 

‘The Physio-geography of tho region specially 
where the Lodhas tivo is significant. Two regions 
‘can be woll demarcated in this expansive tract. 
‘One is forest or jungle covered tuoged terain 
‘with fess communication faclities and snother 
more of less acculturoted region whore the 
LLodhas tive in @ comparatively dispersad. as we 
8 Isolated condition. Mainly the ecological 
Conditions end thoit allied contributions are 
responsible for the unexpected backwardness 
‘of the tibal people and the region. The local 
techno-ecosystem is interlaced with the ie. style 
of these peopl. 


lier that the land of the 
tinuity of the Chotanagput 

hhere is hot with long, 
summer and draught is the main feature 
area. The average annual rainfall is 
Within 65 inches. The soll is mostly sandy- 
loam and reddish brown with occasional lateritic 
‘outcrops hore and there. Due to undulations 
patch of land betwaen two table. lands generally 


happons to be fertile, but such lands are not 
Gador. the possession of any tribal group. The 
{able-lend known a3 23h or highsland is e2mak 
tely unfit for agrieltutal oporations. Besides. 
inthe. jungle ares, those are covered with 
Various types like Sal, Mahua, Ason ets. Sirkingly 
the Lodhas in daforesied areas have the advan: 
tage of Bott topography and iiigational facilities. 
But the Lodhas, in almost all the regions. ar 
landess. Very lata land is found to be under 
‘heir possession 

their own land But in course of timo 
these lands hive been alienated to others. 
‘Though through rehabilitation projects and. by 
distributing Khas land 10 the landless. ib 
uring these days, some of them has 
provided 0 piece of land, but it cannot bo uli 
by them property as they do not known the good 
twchniques of cultivation, Besides the other 


()) Bad location of the land which 
inigation foots, 


i) Thoy have no aptitude for agriculture 
Agriculture requires constant wetch and herd 
Jabour from star to finish ond agrcultral eycla 
requlios sufficiont time to got the crops, These 
people cannot walt $0 long without eaming 
ftharwise due to thelr extremely. impoverished 
‘condition, So they leave thelr lands uncultivated 
fand. prefer to work ot day labourers by which 
thoy can oatn every day. So. agricultural incen: 
tive given to thom Is not atoll found fruitful 

(i) Lack of plough, cate and other imple. 
ments, This being tho case, man-powor seems 
{0 be the anly rasources whieh bas to be properly 
utlted for uplift and gainful employment of tho 
tLodhas, This. can bo done in tho following 
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In the Jungle areas a fow plans specially 
forest bated projects should be introduced 
bby the Government for collection of tussor 
20000n, poulty farming, goat-reering, roap 
making ete,, in which thoy will be set- 


mployed and earn their ving. The 
primary investment, in all cosos will have 
to bo made by the Government. 
Problems of Development 
During the Second Plan Period, 9 fow 


‘mode! colonies have boon ofGanised by the 
Government in. the Lodha. and. tbat inhabited 
‘areas. Thate include: (1). Auligerie-Jharam run 
Under the supovieion of Harljan Sovak Sangha, 
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‘Tho Gandhian loader lato Prof. P. A. Sen took 
charge of this scheme alongwith soms social 
‘wotkers, Though this project is maintained by 
‘the Education Department by sanctioning annual 
‘ant to the schools thare (Pre-Basic to Senior 
Basie be., Clase VI), but no hostel has boan 
provided for the tribal studonts. The economic, 
Sevslopmant of the projact is almost a failure, 


(2) Dhoikat-Pukuria (Shorgram) Rehabilitation 
Colony under the supervision of Bharat Sova- 
sivam Sangh—a rig ous institution is, however, 
doing vory ingore work. Thay are also running 
‘choot “upto Class Vill standard and have cons 
Itucted one Ashtam Hostel for the Lodha boys. 
Tho project Is not progressing well though very 
singete atiompts are boing made by the organisers 
mainly for lack of funds, Uptil now no student 
has sttained the Madhyamik Standard, but a fow 
Lodha youngmen of this conta are getting 
training through Block Ofice in. ctrpontiy and 
fing 


(3) The Haran Sova Kondo at Kukal (Kosi 
P.S,) under tho supervision of @ Sarbodaya 
Worker his however flourished. A grain gola has 
bbeon established there for sorving the Lodhas 

‘wall as other wibals, This. is giving Good 
vice, The thon Director of Tribal Weltaro 
Department suggested porsonal allocation of 
land undor Individual vitie from the purchased 
land of the Govornmont. This they. raccive 
some lard, But the Lodhas are not in a postion 
to cultivate their own land both for tack of 
money end. taining. Though they have not sold 
‘out tose lands but some have been loft un= 
cultivated and some made over to others: for 
Cultivaion for an aged share of crops of a 
Hitia money, Thus the scheme is not functioning 
Wwoll now. There i a primary school neat tho 
Village, But uptil now not 9 single boy of this. 
Village. has pasted tho Madhyamik. standord, 
‘With tho dopastute of the social worker on oth 
assignment, local politics and factions among 
the villagors have spoiled. the whole project, 


(4) Dhansole (Lalgath) Rehabilitation Project 
I la.8 jungle-basod village. Sufficient quantity 
‘of agricultural land has boon purchased and 
dlistibuted to the Lodhas and these are now 
tultivated by thom, A model colony has. also 
bbeon set ua here, But due to flood and eycione 
iis now. ina ramshackle condition. But the 
LLodnas hore are geting employment from the 
Forest. Department and regulary oultivting 
‘getting their lands. But no schoo! has been 
40t-up hare to edueate the -Lodhes. 


(8) Deherpur Lodha Rehabilitation Project or 
Bidisa Project : (Norayengamh) P. S.—For tis 
scheme initially Rs. 1,500 per family wet. spent 
for the rohebiltavion of 38 families. More 
‘emphasis was given on tand purchase, and rot 
‘on constuction of houses. Every beneficiey 
family got about an acra of good cultivable tand. 
‘The plough and cattle were given to the Lodhas. 
Even the co-operative which was started for thom 
is now defunct. The incorrigesble criminal 
Lodhas aro in league with tho lacs! interested 
ersons and aro attempting 10 flounder this 
development project. To counter thoir sinus 
plan, the organisor started immediately Ashram 
Hostels where the Lodha childeen have been 
brought t0 2 different surrounding 10 isolate 
thom from the criminais-where thoy now stay 
In @ quive different and healtay ‘environment 
along with many other tbl and caste chitéran. 
The children ate given vocational training in 
agriculture, bee-kesping, piscculture, doit, 
earponury, weaving and tailoring. Thus an 
‘arrangement has been made to transplant a 
middleclass norm which mey sitract others. 
Evan dropouts are employad in a Press and 
Printing Projet (Training-cum-production) set up 
hhera and thus they are gradually accuturated 
with the genoral social norms and greater 
‘economic spectrum. 


(6) Tho Debva-Chatsahapue Lodho Rehabilita- 
tion Project under the initiative of @ Lodha 
‘Youngman encauragad by some anthropologist and 
Government officials was started with enthusiasm, 
‘But local politics and lack of expesionce have 
stunted its growth and itis almost in a decaying 
‘condition now, A case has already been 
instituted by the Goverment against the 
recting him to handover the charge 
the assets, He has done so in the 
meantime. Thore is one Ashram Hostel for the 
boys here. Funds have been sanctioned for 
‘construction of another Ashrem Hostel forthe 
Girls here. But it has yet to be eetablished. 


(7) Institute of social Research and Applied 
‘Anthropology started one economic rehebilittion 
centre at Chhotojhaur under the police-sttion of 
Gopibellavpur. No Government Grant hes been 
‘Sanctioned for the same. 


Fora few successive years tension between the 
Lodha and ncn-Lodha communities In this area 
‘is comtinuing. In 1959 there was 2 riot at 
Dhansol between the Mahetos and the Lodhes. 
‘Again in 1960 Sentele, Mahetos end others 
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Seclared‘gita’—ectionel attack on the Lodhas 
when a few of them ware killed and 9 good 
umber of Lodha villages were set on fie 
‘Again. in Seprembar 1969 the Ssntals decir 

“gira'—vaditional sttsck by tying a knot on the 
Dark of a branch of @ Saf tes giving intimation 
fof the date and. time of attack to the Lodhss, 

‘well 28 chs other exste groups declared Kine 
‘2gainst thom by beating of drum-making.ettack 
fon 8 large-scale. AS a result more than twenty 
persons were kiled in bfoad day tight. Thus a 
tension wes oreoted and itis yet to be resolved 
The Government immediately sanctioned. more 
than Re. 6 lokhs for their toliof and reseitlament 
bbut no work has yet been started except rlit. 


Conclusion 
By way of conclusion it can be said that the 
‘ateempts made for rehabilitation of the Lodhas 
during these yeers by the Government either 
rectly by tha Government machinory of through 
‘the voluntery organisations are ot at all satis= 
factory and the sehomes have flopped duo to bad 
Blenning. Naturally a thorough Prebo into. this 
‘matter is necessery and the opinion of the experts 
should be taken. Tho hostility created ¢0 long 
‘betweon the Lodha and tho non-Locha communities 
hos widened so much that the administration hos 
0 tke serious stops in this matter to maintain 
law and order in the area. Periodical broakout of 
these "riots could not be checked simply by 
‘sanctioning monay forthe projects. muant for the 
LLodhes or by providing them reli after the roits 
‘without romoving the Causes of tension. The way 
‘how those groups are interlaced with the particular 
‘ethno-ecolagical system should be examined moro 
Carefutly to find out thoir basic problems ond 
remedies thereot, We wou'd then pathaps find 
‘out the clue to the riddle way those groups failo 
to respond quickly and favourably tothe faction 
‘of integrating themselves with the wider 
life, which may sppear to us to be. ‘obvious 
‘advantageous! for thom. 


“We should ty to examine the impact of the 
‘tfors at chenging their ways of life os mado 
‘through the rehebilitation schemes end welfare 
activites for these groups. We shall then and 
then only be able to locste where the shoe: 
pinches. Hore in lies the role of the applied 
‘enthropotogists end action anthropologists. Being 
{reed from prejudice which effects the laymen end 
‘sometimes the administrators we should view the 
case trom ascent angle wich shoul be the 


We must note the nature of relationshi 
‘among ‘three segments of the society: the 
eplected communities or ethnic groups, the 
fedvaneed ethnic groups end the government 
‘administration for the sake of proper estimate and 


“Spanning.” 


tt has boon observed that no follow-up scheme 
‘in ony caso is pursued by the Government which 
1s voy essontal for achieving the desired rosuts, 
‘Once money has been spent the authorities in 
most cases try {0 Wind up the project without 
proper assessment of the whole situation. BY 
‘experience everybody can learn. Even the Govern: 
‘ment does not pay attention to the thinking and 
‘suggestions of tho export, All the time, poiticat 
Views are reflected through Welfare Projects which, 
‘in most of the eases, are not rational ot scientific 


‘at ll. tis the duty of the Government therefore 
{o make an endeavour 1o bridge up the mutual 
‘gan between one ethnic group and another, “But 
the tatk of promotion of inter-ethnie harmony een 
ever bo accomplished by the Goverment. alone. 
‘Tho wider society must be aware of the necessity 
‘of such harmony, The advanced ethnic groups 
ust free themeelves. from the prejudioes ond 
angulartios they 
Backward corsmunities: For this 
‘outtook must bo doveloped which would emerge 
trom more intensive work of tho applied anthe 
pologists and action anthropologists among the 
‘vibolfolk in future. This howaver necessitates 
{Greater co-ordination between the planners ond 
tho sation enthropologists and tho follo 
moasuret to aseeis the working programmes 
(Bhowmick: 1978) 
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The Ho of Bihar 


Tho Ho form a part of population in Bihar, Orissa and West Beng 


1971 Census (Chari 1978) is a8 follows : 


Dr. BIMAN KUMAR DASGUPTA 


‘and thalr number, at por 


Total Mato Femele Literate Rural = Urban 
505172 247.654 2.67818 6498 4,79629 29,643 
31916 18,804 160222860 31.174 4. 
Wost Bengal 1.038 529 607 123 873103 
Thelr maximum concentration isin the Singh~ house, maintoined a number of servants 


bbhum district of Bihor where they compose 47 
or cont of tho total trioal population of the 
district. Primarily they aro_agrculturists, 


Many of tho wibat groups of Central lncla 
‘oxhibit a close rolationship between clan and 
land. For example, it has boon seen (Sin 
Das Gupta, Banerjeo, 1964) that tho orstwhilo 
Barabhum estate was dividad Into tots headed 
by foudal lords and those fiofs have boon 
dominated by one clan or the other. Th 
Sarboria fief Is dominated by Bhuinya clan, 
anchasardari by Ubusondil or $07. Dubraji 
by Gulgy. Among the Munda algo a number 
of villages. aro organised into a perha, Twelve, 
twenty oF twenty-two villages form a parha and 
feech parka belong to a dominant clon. Thus 
voparhe, adjacent to Khunti town, has Tin 
‘a8 tho dominant clon. The head of tho parha 
‘who generally belong to Tir clan exhibit some 
amount of superior position amongst his clan 
rmombers, dacide cases of interpersonal clashes: 
within the parha, The Ho also have such 
tortoral units known as Pir comprising a numbat 
of villages having a dominant clan. The head 
‘ofa pir is a Manki who “lived In. @ commodious 
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avoided manual labour, indulged in tho luxury 
(Sinha, 1961). The Monk? 
fagnates formed definitely a higher class 
gst th vilagors in 0 Pir, and his suthority 
was. strengthened because of tho political 
authority exorciaod by him a8 9 Chiel under 
the Mayurbhan} Raja. In tho settlomont report 
‘of 1919, wo find the montion of a number of 
pirs such as Bhorbari Lagra, Thal, Lalgarh, 
Anvwla, Bantra, Jamdlia and so on, Majumder 
(1950) coports the existonce of 26 ples, some big 
‘and soma smal, Bara Pir with 131, Thai Pir with 
‘94 and Sarande Pir with 78 villages are known to 
be some of the biggest prs in the area. Though 
Wwe know that each pir is headed by a Monk/ 
Hunter writes thot ‘a Menki was placed in charge 
of 3 to 12 villages’ (Quoted Singh, 1978). 
Toe pir where today the Ho live with many 
‘non-Ho, exert a serious impact on tho cultural 
life snd to a common Ho, a Manki is the 
repository of power, prestige and better way of 
life. After the British conquest of Singhbhum, 
the British took nota of the command and — 
spect licitod by the Menkis and relegated 
‘on them the responsibility of policing. In addi 
‘ion the Mankis were requested to help in 


of keeping «mist 
and 


revenue collection with the assistence of Mundas 
{willage headman) or rots (Singh, 1878). 


‘The houses ine Ho village re aranged 
inalinearfeshion Esch house hes Kitchen 
farden anda counyerd. Big flat (dolmen) ot 
Voricat (enhit) stones are. scattered all ovet 
the village. Altor the dead. body is burnt, the 
Spered bone remsine, — collected. in # pot 
Generally earthen) ore buried. inside and this 
place is copped by 2 big Mat stone. Villagers 
forsip. siting on” it and often vilage counc 
fnoetings sre hald on i Such burials are done 
tnone. side of tho courtyard or in any othor 
place within th vilage end are known 96 sasan, 
‘specitealy cemarcated 
feumomary to bury the 
fbones. in. one's ll ostuary, But if such 
fseary I not avalible within easy reach, it it 
Ikaly tet tho burial b done in the oxcuary of 
any Kin. Hoe praetha monog:my. Polyayncos 
manage ts wsualy svolded probably due 10 
figh gomom (bide price). Because of this 
gonom again, yourg boys and gk are going 
for mmf Hh! (usin! agreement) o! coer 
{(alege by elapmint), “Thi moens vale 
St and (mariage, by negovoion) which hoe 
tlaboreterituslx heavy domand. for bride. grce 
Timanageable expenses. Maviagye may be 
‘within the vloga of ouside nnd «ach village is 
Tnablted by ore Kill ox-two. fn any cane. the 
oat. Meeges.earlr wera 


lace 
‘days iarviagn often take ploce ousside the pi 
‘This is possible duo x0 raster ond bate 
communication feels, and azo due to shelr 
kin Tolationahip 2nd davelop 
the pir. Whother it is viltge 
fexogomy of village endo my Kill exogamy is @ 
‘must and thoee who brosk the rule are lebeiied 
i Aajomesin, Those who violate the rule of i 
‘exogamy ore thrown out of the Group and are 
‘takon_backonly on payment of fine. 


Patrilineal Hos have denotstive  at-well-05 
lassfictory terminologies and es per Sriar’s 
Classification, the Kinship eyetem con be put 
Under Havillan category. Mukerjee (1973) 
comments thet the tibes who prectise cross 
‘cousin marriage but do not belong to clasificatory 
system aro Lushall Juang, Baiga, Bhi and Tods, 
‘Alongwith other Cho:onagpur tribes, the Ho have 
Identical terms for Mother's Brother and Father's 
Sister's Husband. Terms for fathers younger 
brother and step fether respectively stand os 
kaka and kakabade and this indicate the existence 
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fof junior levitate. But then the Gungu is of 
‘mach significance as it involves about 18 kins of 
Cifferent generations and sexes. The relationship 
terms of the Ho throw some light of the existence 
‘of morriage by exchenge when two fom 
gree to give marriage to a young man end a 
young woman, But they cannot chcose 
Partners indiscriminately and conform to the 
rule thet eldest of the bridegroom’s: brother will 
Ihave to choose the eldest of the bride's sisters. 
Mariage by exchange was practised by 
previously unconnected families and for one 
‘eneration only 

‘The religious ie of the Ho centres round the 
institution of ading and the two Important 
festival, magho and the annual hunting festival 
Ie ls necessary to put at this point that lang, a 
focally made rice Boer fs not only an intoxicating 
ink, but 26 per thelr ritual preceription, they 
must off ft to tho deiies or to the ancestors 
‘on any important oecesion. 


‘Ading ie small clay mound located on tho 
arn side of the Kitchen (Doe Gupte 1963) 
‘and le egerded as 2 resting place for the dad 
Sretstore one this te a eacred spot. For thet 
fessor thoy €o nat alow che mambors of other 

to enter the tchen, On tho. Importnt 
‘occasions. ding ls olfered ot ading, To soquit 
the right of offering dang to ading, 0 newly 
‘welded bride hes to face shiough en introductor 
‘ceremony et the ading immocistely offer cho 
enters hor husband's house 


‘There is 9 set Of olabotate rituals by which 
the dead wncesiore are invoked to come to 
‘ding. Two days after cremation; the soul 
‘brought to ading, By evening the kins assemble. 
ahs are spinkled all arround the ading and on 
fone side two persone sk silantly. “Others wait 
‘outside. Two persons 90 to the eromation 
‘grouné—one of them carries & pot of water 
fed the other carfae 9 bell. Both of them 
Sevenee towards the house and sprinkle water 
ise they ting tho bell mildly. They sing. various 
‘erses requesting the dead to come to the eding 
‘end have lasting rest. As they reach the entrance 
‘of the Kitchen (where the ading is situated) 
‘they enauire whether the soul has reached. 
‘The two persons sitting by the side of the ading 
search for any mark on the ashes and if there 
bbe none, the ceremony is repeated. If nom 
is discovered even in the seventh time, 2 hen is 
‘offered to Singbongs end it is believed that after 
{this the soul hes no other altnative than 10 come 
10 the ading. 


‘Maghe is an important festival of the Ho end 
Is celebrated after harvest in January-February, 
very year. During this period the Kusum and 
Paulas tizes aro. bedecked with colourful flowers, 
‘The major attraction of the festival is held at the 
akira (dancing rena). Maghe dances are 
eed end maghe songs ere sung, The 
Celebrations last for four days and each day 


separately mamed  (Chattopedhyay and Ray 
CChaushutl 1986), Tho maghe festival is dated 
in such way that villagers in. tho neighbourhood 


‘can get the opportunity to attond ond participate 
Init. Young boys and girls attend such dances 
positively becouse there is ample opportunity of 
{reo mixing and select @ partier of one's own 
choice. Ths holps the guardians to avoid high 
bride rico, that is, compulsory in and/ mariage 
Apart from its puroly ritual aspect, maghe 
{eaival has the Importance of establishing intr 
village fraternity and of tepalring and cleaning 
‘every Ho homosteed. 


Das Gupta & Gupta (1957) have observed 
‘thet the hunting abit of the Ho is dying out 
But every yoer in March-April, 2 ceremonial 
hunting is avrangod by a group of vilages. A, 
Group af Young people start from a village ster 
fffarnng Boish at jahersthan, The priest prom 
pltiates Songarbonga (the deity presiding vor 
hunting) and furnishes to the pany infoimstion 
about the eusbiciaus direction, The huntsrs 
have bow, arrow and battle axe as the main 
hunting implemants. The hunt is. brought to the 
Vilage; dang is offered. to Songerbonga while 
the deur saorifices white chicken for Singbonoa 
‘and a coloured chicken for Sangerbonga. The 
meat is shared by all the participants. But in 
some ‘on this oeeasion, villagers arrango 
‘ceremonial dancing enly, Whatever it may 8, 
the Ho oxhibit. through such festivals. « spirit 
‘of intervillage. comradeship and make every 
festival a festival of fraternal undorstancing 
‘The Ho also have their tainly concerted move: 
ment to guide their cultuwe within 9. desired 
franve. Tha adisamaj movement of the Ho wok 
founded by. Lakho Bodra, # Ho of the district of 
Singbhum.  Lakho Bodra, a son of  wol-to-co 
fgnulturist had education upto satriculation 
He invented a script on the basis of some markt 
fon ancient stones in the Ho. eree: and this he 
believed to be the old script of the Ho. With 


this asset, he contested to ger 
fost. Though this brought an end to the 
political aspiration of Lakho Bodie, ne can get 


the credit of introducing a disciplined avisemef 
‘movement of the Ho and pleeded for discontina~ 
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ing group dancing and heavy drinking, for 
condemning payment of bride price, ete. Lakho 
Bodra hos done @ beutiful job in putting an 
fogenised structure to adisame/ movement. 
Dos Gupta (1978) reports there were 10 
‘commending centres or asang matul all over the 
disirct of Singbhum and also one centre wi 
located In Keonjhar, Orissa, ..Each village 
fone local committee snd superarehing all the 
local committeasthoreis one executive committee’. 
Bongo Hora, contains the religious prescriptions 
‘of Lakho Bodra and it ls told thet the religious 
codes have boen influenced by the bhatt! cults 
‘The adisamajisis follow almost all the Ho 
tostivals and in most of the cases Ho deities 
wintorptoted and equated with one Hindu god 
fF the other. Thus Brohma Is equated with 
Dassauli; Siv with Koul: Vishnu. with Gua and 
59 on. Adisoma/ mavement thus. Is intended 
to bring in some social reforms. ina cisciplined 
manner, but Des Gupta (1976) comments “the 
astaclation of many of ts followers with the 
Ihaikhand party right from its formative pheso 
het put a political stamp on the movement”. 


Altesdy the Ho culture havo been showing a 
number of changes in its contents and a number 
‘af norms have received rethinking due ro modern 
lmpact. Tho high rate of bride price ord the 
heavy expenses Involved in andi maniege is not 
liked by ‘many because this has resulted in 
Incressing number of mariage by  elopment 
The eoringing up of industrial establishments 
inthe Ho area have brought in a number of 
problems in them. Those af 
(@) alienation of land and toking up of 
new means of subsistence; 
‘adjustment In two economic set up— 
‘agriculture nthe natural setup and 
industrial work Inthe factory set uP; 
the above has again given aise 10 
presking up of family for two types 
fof economic pursuits, and consequently 
of lence between the tivo, often 
polvgynous maiages hove boon 
resorted. 40, 
Anyway, in one sue situation, Das Gupta 
(1078) observes “The main thrust ef the adep- 
tation of the Ho to the industrial mileu hes boon 
to combine the gains in the rural ag 
‘economy with work 
been sabieved by various mes 
‘the village itself, a high degree of | seasonal 
bsenteoiem and maintaining two wives end two 
sets of families,” 
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